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Mubarak begins Moscow visit 

MOSCOW t Agencies) — Hosnl Mubarak, the first Egyptian president to 
visit the Soviet Union {0 18 years, arrived in Moscow Monday for talks on 
the Middle East with President Mikhail Gorbachev. The two leaders were 
expected to discuss the anger of Arab states over increased emigration of 
Soviet Jews (o Israel as well as regional issues and bilateral trade. Soviet 
Foreign Minister Ednard Shevardnadze, presidential adviser Yevgeny 
Primakov and other top officials welcomed Mubarak at Moscow’s Vnukovo 
airport, die official TASS news agency reported. Vladimir Vinogradov, the 
Russian Federation's foreign minister, told TASS that Mubarak's visit 
completes the normalisation of Soviet- Egyptian relations and ends "the 
abnormal stale of affairs that bad existed for a certain period." The 
newspaper Sovlefskaya Rossis said the visit by the Egyptian | «nW “turns 
a new page in Sorta-Egyptian relations, which have cleansed themselves of 
political ambitions and ideologic*! stereotypes In recent years." Anwar 
Sadat, Mubarak's predecessor who was assassinated in 1981, was the last 
head of state to visit the Soviet Union. 
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Ben Ali - 
begins U.S. visit 

TUNIS (R) — President Zinc Al 
Abidrae Bee Ab-'nf Tunisia left 
for his fira official visit tn the 
United Stales Monday with a 
ap5Sion to _ argue the Palestinian 
cause and promote the Arab 
Maghreb Union of which he h 
chairman.- Ben AK. who took 
power in November 19H7. saw 
Palestine Liberation Organiu- 
lioo (PLO)'" Chairman Yasser 
Aiafal Saturday and Arafat said 
■ Ben Ati was the man best qual- 
ified to briel U.S, President 
George Bush on the PLO’s view 
of a Middle East peace. Tunisian 
emissaries have seen the heads of 
state of the four other Arab 
Maghreb Union member states 
— Algeria, Libya, Mauritania 
and Morocco — hi ease they want 
Sen Ali to bring up their con- 
cerns in Washington 

5 wounded ~ 
in London blast 

LONDON (R> — A bomb ex- 
ploded outside a British army 
building in south-east London 
Monday, wounding five people 
and hurling a ear on to ils side. . 
The blast ""badly damaged the 
entrance to the Institute of Army 
Education in' the suburb, of 
Eltham — headquarters for army 
education services — and blew in . 
many of its windows. About 50 
soldiers and civilians — were 
inside the building at the time of 
the explosion, the Ministry of 
Defence said.. Commander 
George ChurchiU-Cokman . head 
of : the Londoti police' antf; 
terrorist unit, toldl reporters. 
“some form of device'' had been 
used, but could not confirm initial 
reports from emergency sendees 
, dial ibe jbomb.was attained to -a 
c^. JThere' was no' ^immediate 
didm.- of. responsibility for the 
blast. But Irish Republican Army . 
(IRA) guerrillas have attacked 
military bases in mainland Britain 
and Continental Europe in their 
campaign to_ end British rule in. 
Northern Ireland. 

Shevardnadze may 
advance la premier 

NEW.YORK (R) — Soviet Fore- 
ign '..'Minister Eduard ■ Shevard- 
nadze may' be the next prime 
mirustcr of ' the Soviet Unioii . 
Newsweek magazine reported 
Sunday, "A veteran Western, 

. ambassador predicted privately 
last week rhat_(Soviet President 
Mikhail) Gorbachev would soon 
fire Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzh- 
kov/' according to Newsweek. 
The weekly news magazine re- 
ported Gorbachev was said to be 
on the verge of. firing Ryzhkov 
because of Ryzhkov's inability to 
resolve the Soviet economic exi- 
sts: Shevardnadze is an ethnic 
Georgian, and thus -considered 
sensitive lb the concerns of the 
restive minorities such as the 
independence- minded Lithua- 
nians, the magazine said. 

FjvekiHedJn. 
Madagascar coup 
bid 

ANTANARIVO (R) — Five 
people were killed and 20 wound- 
ed bn the Indian Ocean island of 
Madagascar in a failed weekend 
coup attempt during which rebels 
held the state radio station, hos- 
pital sources said Monday, .Com- 
mandos ended the Sunday coup 
attempt when' they stormed the 
radio station but government offi- 
cials said journalists and techni- 
cians taken hostage when the 
rebels seized the fcmkimg at dawn 
all escaped unhurt, police,, who 
had clashed with stone-throwing 
supporters of the rebels outside 
the station, arrested -13 people. 
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Bhutto 

arrives 

Friday 

By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The Indo-Pakbiani 
dispute over Kashmir and the 
situation in Afghanistan as well as 
the Midcfle Bast conflict are ex- 
pected to dominate talks between 
Jordanian leaders and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
who arrives here Friday as pan of 
a tour of eight Islamic countries 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

The threats posed to the Arab 
World by Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine will also figure 
high in the talks, according Jorda- 
nian and Pakistani officials. 

Pakistan's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Tariq Khan Afrik said Mon- 
day that Bhutto's discussions 
"wifi not be directed against any 
third party, including India." 

“The discussions should be 
seen in the context of consulta- 
tions between Islamic countries in 
the umma," the ambassador told 
the Jordan Times in a telephone 
interview. “The consultations will 
focus on Kashmir and Pakistan 
and problems in the Middle East, 
including the colonisation of 
Arab lands by the new Jewish 
settlers,’* he added. 

' Bhutto's tour is seen as an 
effort to win diplomatic support 
for Pakistan in ir dispute with 
India ahead of a meeting of Isla- 
mic foreign ministers in Cairo 
next month. The meeting, 
according to a foreign ministry 
spokesman- m Islamabad, will 
have the Kashmir issue on the 
agenda. 

Bhutto leaves Pakistan today 
for Iran on the nine-day tour, 
which will include Turkey. Syria, 
Jordan, North Yemen, Egypt, 
Libya and Tunisia. She will also 
visit several other islamic coun- 
tries, including Qatar, Iraq, 
Kuwait and Bahrain, in early 
June, reports from Pakistan said. 

The Pakistani Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Sunday that the lour, 
billed as a "journey of peace," should 
not be "interpreted as a mobibsution 
for war... raiher it should be seen as a 
strengthening of the quest for avert- 
ing the danger of conflict in South 
Asia." 

The simmering tension between 
India and Pakistan revolves around 
Indian charges that Islamabad arms 
and trains Muslim militants in India's 
Jammu and Kashmir state, where 
more than 300 people have been 
killed in a secessionist rebellion since 

January 

India and Pakistan have fought two 
wars in the po>t over the disputed 
territory. 

-Indian Prime Minister Visbwonath 
Praiap Singh said in New Delhi Sun- 
day that his government had taken 
measures, to counter Pakistan’s di- 
plomatic offensive. 

‘'We contacted many countries in 
thin direction and the response has 
been tremendous," Singh was quoted 
as saying by the Press Trust of India 
news agency. 

He sard several countries appreci- 
ated India’s stand that the problem 
should be settled through dialogue as 
called for in the 1972 Simla pact 
between India and Pakistan following 
the last war between them. 

Pakistan says the unrest tn Kashmir 
is the result of India's refusal to allow 
a U-N. -mandated referendum in the 
disputed territory to decide the future 
of the area. 

Jordan, which maintains dose rela- 
tions with both Asian countries, has 
advocated peaceful negotiations to 
settle The oondici. This position was 

reaffirmed during Die recent visits to 

Jordan of high-level parliamentary 
delegations from India and Pakistan. 



Scenes from Monday’s ‘Right of Return* March near the King Hussein Bridge across the River Jordan (See Inside pages for more photos). Photos by You set At Allan 

‘Right of Return* March a success 

Despite dashes, offidals and organisers say 
25,000-strong protest achieved its goals 


By Nerroeeu Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Over 25,000 Jorda- 
nian, Palestinian and Arab mar- 
chers Monday made a strong 
show of solidarity with the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories from a site only two 
kilometres away from the King 
Hussein Bridge across the River 
Jordan. 

Women and men thronged 
along the road to the bridge, 
emotionally bound in their goal 
to achieve the "right of return’* 
for millions of Palestinians in the 
diaspora, in a march that was 
described as "successful’* despite 
clashes between some of the mar- 


chers and police which resulted in 
52 injuries, mostly of tear-gas 
inhalation. 

Standing at the mid-point of 


the route, the line of marchers 
seemed too long to be seen in 
whole by the naked eye. As the 
line swerved closer to the bridge 


itself hundreds of men and 
women walked to the tunes of 
nationalistic songs and slogans 
promising Palestinians the libera- 


tion of their occupied homeland. 

But the high-charged emotions 
and sentiments drawn out by the 
(Continued on pa^e 2) 


Unions call for united Arab stand to face dangers 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day conference held here by Arab 
professional associations and unions on the dangers of Jewish 
immig ration to Palestine has called for convenmg an Arab s umm it 
as soon as possible to draw up a comprehensive Arab position to 
confront the dangers Inherent in the massive Dow of Jewish 
Immigrants to Israel and the occupied territories. 

The conference which concluded its meettogs Monday, urged the 
formation of official and popular Arab delegations to contact all 
countries that permit its Jewish citizens to emigrate to Palestine and 
ex plain the aggressive dimensions oT the influx and the position on 
the issue. 

The conference, in its final statement, also ndneriined the 
inalienable right of the Palestinians to return to their homeland and 


stressed the need to giving priority to the support of the Palestinian 
intifada. 

Paying tribute to the Palestinian people in the occupied territor- 
ies, the conference voiced the firm Arab determination to “partici- 
pate by aD means in reinforcing the struggle of the Palestinian 
people.** 

The conference denooced the “the ferocious British and American 
campaign** against Iraq and Libya. 

It welcomed the moves of North and South Yemen towards a 
united entity and condemned human rights violations in Sudan, paid 
tribute to the donocratisatioa in Jordan, and saluted the steadfast 
Syrian people in the occupied Golan Heights. 


King, 

Jawara 

attend 

military 

ceremony 

AMMAN (Peira) — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Gambian Pres- 
ident Dawda Jawara Monday 
attended a graduation ceremony of 
Armed Forces officers specialised 
in security and protection of 
prominent personalities. 

The King and the president 
heard a briefing on the training 
programmes and later watched 
shooting exercises involving sta- 
tionary and mobile targers. 

At the end of ihe exercises, the 
King and the Gambian president 
distributed awards and prizes to 
the graduates. 

Jawara also met with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan at 
the Al al Bait Foundation where 
the Gambian president was 
briefed by the Crown Prince on 
the foundation's objectives and 
aims. 

The Crown Prince explained 
that the foundation was seeking 
to highlight a modem Islamic 
vision which would govern the 
society in a way that would en- 
able it to meet the challenge of 
modem times. 

He further highlighted the 
foundation’s activities in develop- 
ing Christian-Islamic dialogue 
through cooperation with orga 1 
nisations in England, Switzerland 
and the Vatican. 

Jawara stressed the need to 
underline the importance of Isla- 
mic unity in a way which would 
spread the message of peace, 
especially av a lime when all other 
ideologies are finding themselves 
unable to fulfil the needs of socie- 
ty- 

The Crown Prince hosted a 
dinner Monday night in honour 
of the Gambian leader. 


Male hairdresser ban a 
compromise — minister 

By Gbadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Minister of Interior Saiem Masa'adeh acknowledged 
Monday that a decision bad in fact been taken to ban male 
hairdressers and that it was a compromise to appease more 
conservative groups in the countiy. 

"We took this decision because of the general feeling in the 
country that male hairdressers should not work in women's beauty 
salons," the minister said in his first public comment on the 
controversial derision to ban the hairdressers. Ministry of Interior 
officials had previously denied that such a regulation was issued. 

Asked whether the decision was prompted by pressure by 
Islamist groups, Masa'adeh said: “The derision was a comprom- 
ise." He explained that the ban would only apply to new applicants 
and would not affect those who already have licenses. 

Members of the executive committee of the hairdressers' union 
said that any ban was not acceptable since "it violated the 
Constitution which stipulates (hat all citizens are equal.” * 
"The ministry had promised to amend the regulation; so we are 
surprised by the minister's statement," one hairdresser said 
Monday. 

Irbid police have already taken steps to enforce the regulation 
and gave hairdressers one week to get documentation from the 
ministry proving that the decision only applies to new applicants. A 
Security source said Monday that their enforcement sreps had been 
stopped. "We have declared up some of the ambiguity in the 
regulation, which prompted the Irbid authorities to rake these 
steps,” the source said. Tbis could not be confirmed independent- 

iy- 

The derision to ban male hairdressers has sparaked heated 
debate over the legal and constitutional legitimacy of the move. A 
legal precedent involving a case in Irbid contravenes such a 
measure. 


Israel may reopen Arab universities 


Gorbachev slams Latvia, Estonia 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Monday 
condemned Latvia and Estonia 
for their recent steps towards foil 
independence from the Sovici 
Union and declared their deci- 
sions null and void. 

Soviet Television read the text 
of two presidential decrees which 
said both, republics bad violated 
the Soviet constitution and a re- 
cent law bn secession from the 
union. 

Latvia declared itself an "inde- 
pendent democratic republic" 
May 4 but mapped out a tran- 
sitional period to full sovereignty 
in an attempt to avoid provoking 
.retaliatory action by the Kremlin. 


It was the first time Gorbachev 
had officially responded to the 
Latvian decision. TTie Soviet 
leader has already condemned 
Estonia's announcement that it 
would follow its own "step-by- 
step” path to independence. 

Gorbachev's decree declared 
the Latvian and Estonian actions 
"as having no juridical force from 
the moment of adoption." 

Moscow is applying widespread 
economic sanctions against 
Lithuania to force it to back down 
on its March 11 declaration of 
frill, immediate independence. 

Gorbachev singled out the 
Estonians for further criticism. 


Referring to the republic’s inde- 
pendence plan, he said: *‘I 
announce any action of state 
bodies and officers, as well as 
private persons, on Ihc basis of 
this action as illegal." 

The leaders of the three Baltic 
republics Sunday sent a telegram 
to Gorbachev urging the presi- 
dent to open joint talks on inde- 
pendence. 

At an historic summit meeting 
Saturday the three republics 
agreed to coordinate their foreign 
and economic policies to present 
Moscow with a united negotiating 
front and offset a possible wide- 
ning of the Kremlin's sanctions. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel said Monday 
it was considering allowing 
Palestinian universities in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to reopen after keeping 
them closed for almost the entire 
29 months of the Palestinian up- 
rising. 

A statement from Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir's office said 
defence offidals discussed with 
heads of the six universities in the 
occupied Territories the possibil- 
ity of opening a single university 
firsr as a rest. 

It did not s3y whether any 
decision had been taken. The 
statement followed mounting 
pressure from the United States 
and the European Community 
(EC) to permit studies to resume. 

The move is likely to improve 
Israel’s relation with the United 


States which has been strained in 
recent weeks over Shamir’s step- 
ped up settlement activity in the 
occupied lands and his refusal to 
accept U.S. Middle East peace 
proposals. 

TTie army closed Palestinian 
institutions of higher learning 
shortly after the uprising erupted 
in December 1987, arguing they 
were hotbeds of anti-Israeli vio- 
lence. 

But the United Slates and 
Western Europe sharply criti- 
cised the measure as collective 
punishment, and the European 
Parliament at one stage recom- 
mended that scientific coopera- 
tion with Israel be frozen until the 
universities and colleges are 
reopened. 

Shamir spokesman Avi Pazner 
said the prime minister instructed 
his adviser for the occupied lands. 


Shmuel Goren. to meet Monday 
with the heads of the six universi- 
ties to discuss the gradual reopen- 
ing. 

Pazner said that “we will open 
the first one (university) in the 
next few days." but would not say 
which one. There are five univer- 
sities in the West Bank and one in 
the Gaza Strip with a total of 
1S.OOO students. 

Also Monday, the army said 
troops sealed off three houses in 
the West Bank city of Nablus 
belonging to suspected members 
of the Black Panthers, a Palesti- 
nian group 

Palestinian reporters put the 
number of scaled houses at four. 

Throughout the Gaza Strip, 
shops were dosed under orders of 
the Muslim fundamentalist group 
Islamic Jihad which demanded 
the immediate release of Sheikh 


Abdul Karim Obeid. a cleric cap- 
tured by Israeli commandos in 
South Lebanon last year. 

Obeid is a leader of HizboIIah, 
a pro-Iranian Shi'ite faction in 
Lebanon which is linked to 
groups holding 16 western hos- 
tages and three Israelis. Israel has 
said it would not make a hostage 
swap unless its soldiers are freed. 

The former commander of the 
Israeli army in the West Bank 
told a military court thar special 
army units had operated outside 
his command, according to an 
army radio report Monday. 

Major-General Amram Mitzna 
was testifying at the trial of Col- 
onel Yehuda Meir. former com- 
mander of the Nablus district, 
who is accused of ordering sol- 
diers to break the bones of 
Palestinian prisoners in two West 
(Continued on page 5) 


Commission on national 
charter adopts King speech 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Commission entrusted with draft- 
ing ihe national charter began 
regular meetings Monday follow- 
ing three mostly procedural ses- 
sions and decided to adopt His 
Majesty Hussein's speech to the 
commission as an official docu- 
ment of the panel. 

The commission also decided 
10 form a special committee en- 
trusted with studying the legal, 
constitutional and political 
aspects of the proposed public 
referendum on the charter after it 
is drafted. 


The participants discussed the 
political concepts and axes which 
could be included in the charier. 

Commission President Ahmad 
Obeidat outlined three main axes 
which could formulate the discus- 
sions: Political parties and orga- 
nisations. economic and social 
issues and the issue of public 
freedoms and citizens' basic 
rights. 

Participants presented their ini- 
tial ideas for the charter and the 
policy of work to be adopted. 

The commission will meet next 
on Wednesday. 


PLO confident Syria 
will attend summit 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — A 
high-ranking Palestinian official 
said Monday he expected Syria to 
attend the Arab summit planned 
for Baghdad starting May 28 de- 
spite resistance by Damascus so 
far. 

In Baghdad, the Iraqi News 


Agency (IN A) said Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi has accepted 
an invitation to the summit. 

"INA has learned that Qadhafi 
welcomed the invitation and said 
he would be oleosed to take part 
in the summit in Baghdad," it 

(Continued on page 5) 


30 held after clashes with 
border security forces 


By Salameh Ne'matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The government 
said Monday that security author- 
ities had arrested 30 people fol- 
lowing clashes with police during 
a funeral procession at Jordan's 
border point with Syria. 

Deputy Prime Minister and In- 
terior Minister Salem Masa'adeh 
said mourners of Mu’tozz Subhi 
Hamdan, a dissident Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
member who died in hospital of 
leukaemia Friday, clashed with 
security forces as they tried to 
cross the border to deliver the 
body to relatives. 

The minister told the Jordan 
Times that police stopped nearly 
3U0 mourners from crossing be- 
cause they did not possess the 
necessary travel documents. He 
confirmed that one of those in- 
volved in the dash was hit by a 
bullet in the leg and was in stable 
condition. 

Masa’adeh said Hamdan was 
jailed four years ago after he was 
arrested following an exchange of 


fire with security athorities in the 
Wihdar area. The incident left 
one Jordanian security officer 
seriously injured. 

The minister said Hamdan was 
charged with possession of explo- 
sives and automatic weapons, and 
assaulting security officers in the 
line of duty. 

He said Hamdan’s group, 
which is opposed to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, was planning 
to assassinate PLO officials in 
Jordan. 

Other official sources said 
Hamdan’s group was responsible 
for the assassination in 19S4 of 
PLO Executive Committee mem- 
ber Fohd Qawasmeh outside his' 
house in Amman. 

According to sources, Satur- 
day’s clashes erupted after about 
300 to 350 supporters of Hamdan, 
who drove to the border in buses, 
insisted on crossing the border ro 
Syria to deliver the body. When 
police tried to stop them, they 
started to bear police officers and 
one of the demonstrators fired 
shots at police, the sources said. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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EJ.S., Iran sign $105 million 
accord on financial claims 


(THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The United 
(States and Iran have signed a $105 million settlement 
bf? some 3,000 financial claims s temming from the 
1979 Islamic Revolution, a U.S. official here said 
Monday. 


| The settlement, which deals 
primarily with so-called “small 
Claims" for under $250,000, 
Clears the way for the tribunal to 
geal with some $16 billion in major 
Claims whose resolution could 
ip pen the way to re-establishing 
Economic relations between the 
two nations, according to the 
American official here at the 
fran-United States claims tri- 
bunal. 

The small claims package dealt 
primarily with Americans who 
ieft behind personal possessions 
or were owed salaries by Iranian 
companies when they fled Iran 
during the revolution. They were 
settled for a total of $50 million. 

The settlement also provided 
$55 million for repayment of a 
Joan from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 

; . The settlement accord was 
sigped late Sunday night or early 
Mpnday morning by Timothy 
jg&mish, U.S. agent to the tribun- 
al". and Iranian agent All Nobari, 
ppcording to the American offi- 
cial at the tribunal, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Settlement of the claims pack- 
ages has drawn unaccustomed 
ogbUcity to the tribunal here be- 
cause the most recent settlement 


talks between U.S. and Iranian 
officials occurred shortly after the 
release of American hostages 
Frank Reed and Robert Polhfll in 
Lebanon. 

The two were held by pro- 
Iranian Shi’ite groups, but both 
the U.S. and Iranian govern- 
ments have taken pains to dissoci- 
ate the- tribunal and settlement 
activity surrounding it from the 
hostage issue. 

U.S. and Iranian representa- 
tives to the tribunal have repe- 
atedly stated it has dealt only with 
financial arbitration of claims be- 
tween the two nations since its 
inception in 1981. 

However, last week a U.S. 
State Department official in 
'Washington, who commented on 
condition of anonymity, said he 
could not predict whether resolv- 
ing its financial disputes will re- 
sult in the release of remaining 
hostages or urns in any way re- 
lated to the release of FoDuU and 
Reed. 

The tribunal was set up as part 
of the Algiers Accord of 1980, 
which resulted in freedom for the 
American hostages held by Ira- 
nian militan ts at the U.S. embas- 
sy in Tehran for 444 days. 

A second package in the settle- 


ment agreement involving resolu- 
tion of several other claims' and 
counter-claims with a net pay- 
ment of $420,000 to Iran was not 
signed. There was no indication 
why. 

The second package contained 
a joint claim that had been filed 
by Iran for personal property left 
behind by 107 Iranian naval 
cadets in training who were ex- 
pelled by the United States after 
the 1979 embassy takeover. 

Also in that package was an 
Iranian landlord’s claim against 
the U.S. State Department for 
rent not paid on an apartment 
that had been occupied by an 
embassy hostage. 

The biggest claim still before 
die tribunal, valued at up to $11 
billion by Iran, is for ndlitaiy 
equipment which Iran ordered 
but did not receive as a result of 
the embargo imposed by the U.S. 
government. 

After the overthrow of Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in 
1979, Iran cancelled contracts for 
$9 billion worth of weaponry, 
inducting four destroyers under 
construction that were later taken 
over by the U.S. Navy. 

Much of the material Iran is 
claiming compensation for is not 
under U.S. government control, 
but with individual contractors 
who were never paid. 

The U.S. government claims it 
found buyers for much of the 
equipment already paid for by 
Iranian government, and depo- 
sited the money in Iran’s accounts, 


uluwait arrests 2 democracy activists 


£^.IRO (R) — Kuwait arrested 
two pro-democracy activists Sun- 
day night, a day after releasing on 
§ail 10 others also campaigning 
iqi the return of parliament, 
gegivists said Monday. 

.'“State security officers arrested 
former deputy Dr. Ahmad Ai 
Ijjibei and Ali fiuarki. We do not 
know the charge yet,” one activ- 
ist. fold Reuters by telephone 
from Kuwait. 

Jhe emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
y^hmad Al Sabah, last month 
• ordered elections on June 10 for 
Interim National Assembly to 
; consider the future of democracy 
5 id Kuwait. 

S ; But the opposition wants the ' 
l return of the more powerful pax- 
? lihment, dissolved in 1986 amid 
I government charges that it prom- 


oted tribal and religious strife and 
that deputies used their mem- 
bership for personal ends. 

Rabei, 42, a philosophy lectur- 
er, was speaking at a meeting at 
the home of Buariri when scores 
of policemen surrounded his 
bouse and officers took the two 
men to Al Bayan Police Station, 
the activist added. 

Authorities Saturday night re- 
leased on bail 10 campaigners 
arrested last week for bolding 
what officials said was an illegal 
political meeting or distributing 
leaflets. 

The pro-democracy move- 
ment. led by 32 former deputies, 
sees the elections as illegal and 
the assembly as unconstitutional. 

One of the leaders of the move- 
ment, physician Ahmad Al Kha- 


tib, told Reuters Sunday after his 
release that he would continue his 
campaign for the return of parlia- 
ment. He renewed a call to 
boycott the June elections. 

A total of 544 people have 
registered as candidates for 50 
elected seats in the new assembly, 
while the emir will appoint 
another 25 deputies. More than 
560 originally registered but the 

Interior Ministry said Sunday that 

some had wit h dr aw n. 

Western diplomats in Kuwait 
say most candidates are political 
unknowns. 

Khatib, a radical seen by activ- 
ists as a symbol of Kuwait’s 
opposition, was arrested Tuesday 
night while speaking at a Diwa- 
niya, a traditional meeting place 
for men. 


Sudan evacuated town under rebel attack 


• KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
] Armed Forces General Com- 
\ maud has said it bas evacuated 

• the town of Melut, confirming a 
I claim by southern rebels last 
» week to have captured the area, 
j the most northern point reached 
| in Sudan's seven-year civil war. 
i : The General Command said 
j the rebels attacked Melut, about 
| 560 kilometres south of the capit- 
> ai Khartoum, last Tuesday and 
| came back with reinforcements 

• during the next two days, forcing 
j the army to “join a nearby posi- 


tion.” 

The statement said the army’s 
“Gallant forces have killed ten 
outlaws, captured ten and 
wounded 500 others when repuls- 
ing the attacks.” 

It said the government troops 
“shall return to recapture their 
position.” 

The statement is similar to 
others made by the government 
to indicate the fail of an area to 
the rebel Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA). 

The SPLA Friday claimed its 


forces had captured the town of 
Melut on the White Nile, “wiped 
out” its army garrison and were 
controlling river traffic. 

In a clandestine radio broad- 
cast, the SPLA said it overran 
Melut Thursday in an assault 
begun the day before. 

Melut is one of the most north- 
ern points reached by the SPLA 
in its seven year war against the 
Muslim dominated, government 
of Khartoum for economic and 
social reforms in the mainly 
Christian and animist south. 


.Beirut’s 
courts 
struggle 
to survive 

BEIRUT (AP) — Sometimes 
judges take pity on prisoners 
whose incarceration makes them 
unable to flee Beirut's daflyahell- 
ing, and let them go on minimum 
bail. At other times, the shelling 
does that for them, blowing holes 
in prison walls that allow the 
inmates to escape. 

During 15 years of dvil war, 
the criminal justice system has 
tried to keep functioning. But the 
violence can overwhelm its 
attempts. 

“I switched on the TV one 
night and saw gunmen sniping 
from my office at the Palace of 
Justice,” said one judge, who like 
the rest spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “We obviously can- 
not meet there.” 

The intra-Christian fighting 
that has tormented Beirut for the 
last 101 days has trapped about* 
415 prisoners in a • belt of some 
of the worst fighting. ' * 

The showdown between troops 
of rebel Gen. Michel Aoun and 
militiamen of warlord Samir 
Geagea's Lebanese Forces — the ■ 
worst among Christians in the 
dvil war — has killed almost 
1,000 people and wounded more 
than 2,500 since it erupted on 
Jan. 30. 

A lawyer who fled the fighting 
in die Christian enclave to pre- 
dominantly Muslim west Beirut 
said the judiciary a uth o ri t i es have 
not been able to meet to consider 
dozens of cases of detainees who 
have been booked pending inter- 
rogation. 

“They were arrested and jailed 
and now their fate depends on the 
situation.” said the lawyer. 

The Palace of Justice where the 
meetings normally take place lies 
on the confrontation line separat- 
ing Geagea's areas of influence 
from Aoun-held terrain. It is 
under constant sniper fire and 
shelling. 

“We have been trying to form a 
co mmi ttee to meet anywhere in 
order to take a decision to release 
the prisoners on bail pending a 
trial when security conditions 
permit,” the judge said. 

The lawyer said some col- 
leagues paid lightening visits to 
the Palace of Justice to put the 
files in safe hiding or take them to 
safer areas,” he said. ’‘But it is 
not possible to operate normally 
from there.” 

The judge said the jails lie in 
the most-targeted areas in 
Roumieh, Baabda and Fran Al 
Sbubbak, all held by Aoun. 

Roumieh is the biggest. Aoun’s 
main Howitzer batteries are de- 
ployed around the prison in the 
. wooded valley which protects 
them against Geagea’s fire. 

“The prisons are so crowded 
and in such dangerous areas that 
whenever we can meet we try to 
release most of the detainees who 
have committed minor offenses 
on bail set at a minimal amount,” 
said the judge. 

Few jails have bomb shelters 
and prisoner control is all but 
nonexistent during the shelling 


Lahd supports swapping prisoners for hostages 


Israeli comptroller slams army spokesmen 


a T?EL AVIV (R) — Israel's state 
jj comptroller said Monday army 
\ spokesmen were under-educated, 
5 slow in reporting unrest in the 
; Occupied West Bank and Gaza 
i Strip and distrusted by local and 
; foreign journalists alike. 

I j The government-appointed 
y".\fatchdog said army statements 
t, were often late and uranforma- 
>jye. 

The comptroller's annual re- 
port, covering the workings of 
government departments, said 
the spokesman's unit had no clear 
information policy on army activ- 
ity against a 29-month-old 


Palestinian revolt in the occupied 
territories. 

“The army spokesman’s unit 
had difficulty reporting incidents 
in the uprising... dose to the time 
when they occurred because re- 
ports from the field passed slowly 
to the spokesman's unit .. . and on 
to the media,” the report said. 

“Sometimes the army spokes- 
man's credibility in the eyes of 
local and foreign media was dam- 
aged. The unit had no clear in- 
structions on its information poli- 
ty for army actions against the 
uprising. The unit was poorly 
prepared for dealing with the 


foreign press,” it said. 

An army spokesman said most 
of the report’s findings had either 
already been rectified or were 
being addressed. He noted the 
criticisms referred to the period 
before June 1989. 

The spokesman also cited a 
recent public opinion poll which 
found that some 70 per cent of 
Israelis thought the army spokes- 
man’s office was reliable while 54 
per cent thought press coverage 
of the army was unreliable and 
stressed the negative. 

Army statements and casualty 
reports often differ widely from 


accounts by Palestinian witnes- 
ses, hospitals and international 
relief organisations. 

In one incident which 
deepened mistrust, the spokes- 
man’s unit last year bad to retract 
a statement that paramilitary bor- 
der police fired on protesting 
Palestinians in Bethlehem, killing 
one, when their lives were in 
danger. 

Television film showed the 
policemen firing without wa rning 
from a distance at fleeing Palesti- 
nians. A spokesman later apolo- 
gised and said he had been misin- 
formed by the force. 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — The commander of 
Israel’s proxy force in southern 
Lebanon says he is ready to swap 
a “large number”of the 300 pris- 
oners held by bis militia for 16 
Western hostages held by pro- 
Iranian Shi’ites. 

Gen. Antoine Lahd, comman- 
der of the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), also in- 
cluded in the trade three Israeli 
servicemen and several of his 
men held by Shi’ite factions. 

*Tm not only prepared to 
facilitate such a package deal, but 
I also hope it could happen,” 
Lahd said Sunday in an interview 
with the Associated Press at the 
SLA compound in Maijaoun. 

Lahd, 61, a retired Lebanese 
army officer, commands the 
3.000-strong militia that patrols 
Israel’s self-proclaimed security 
zone in southern Lebanon. It is 
backed by about 1,000 Israeli 
troops. 

In Israel, a senior government 
spokesman asked about Lahd’s 
after, said: “I don’t think it de- 
pends on Lahd or on ns but on 
tiie other side.” 

Asked if there was any sign of 
movement from the other side, 
the spokesman said on condition 
of anooymity,“Rone that I know 

or. 

The SLA holds the 300 Shi’ites * 
in Khiam, a small village in 
Israel’s 10-15 kilometre wide 
security zone. Tbe border zone 
was established in 1985 when 


Israel ended a three-year occupa- ‘ 
tion and withdrew the bulk of its 
army from southern Lebanon. 

Most of the 16 Western hos- 
tages missing in Lebanon are held 
by pro-Iranian Slri'rte factious re- 
portedly operating under the 
umbrella of the fundamentalist 
Hizbollah, or Party of God. Tbe 
longest-held is Terry Anderson, 
42, chief Middle East correspon- 
dent for the AP. He was kidnap- 
ped on March 16, 1985. 

Two American hostages, 
Robert Polhill and* Frank Reed, 
were released by their pro- 
Iranian captors last month as a . 
“goodwill gesture.” 

Since then, there have been 
contradictory statements from 
Iran on any further releases. U.S. 
President George Bush has re- 
fused to deal for freedom for the 
hostages, who include six Amer- 
icans. 

In addition, tire Western hos- 
tages include Keenan, fora Bri- 
tons, two West Germans, two 
Swiss and an Italian. 

There was no immediate reac- - 
tion to Lahd's offer from the 
pro-Iranian factions holding hos- 
tages, from Lebanese clergymen 
or from Iran. 

In tbe past, die kidnappers and 
their backers have called specifi- 
cally for the release of Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid, a Hizbollah 
official captured by the Israelis in 
a raid on bis village in southern 
Lebanon last July 28. 

Iranian leaders hoping to im- 


‘Right of Return’ 


(Contfaned from page I) 

enormity of the march led to an 
unhappy ending. Some 2,000 par- 
ticipants who wanted to continue 
walking towards the bridge met 
with strong opposition from 
Jordanian anti-riot police and the 
encounter stretched into seven 
rounds of tear-gas fire to disperse 
the crowd followed by at least 
one round with phosphoric gas 
cannisters. 

Fifty-two people were hospital- 
ised and released after treatment 
for effects of tear-gas inhalation, 
rirrwneas and sunburns, according 
to officials. 

“Fifty-two people were taken 
to hospital and were treated for 
reactions to the use of tear-gas 
but all of them have left hospit- 
al,” Deputy Prime Minister and 
.Interior Minister Salem 
Masa’adeh told tbe Jordan 
limes. Anti-riot police also fired 
gunshots in the air to disperse the 
over-enthusiastic crowd. 

A security source at the site of the 
told the Jordan Times that 
police “had to use phosphoric tear- 
gas cannisters and fire in the air .to 
disperse tbe crowd after they ran out 
of lighter tear-gas.” The source re- 
quested anonymity. 

Tbe dashes started after some of 
the marchers ignored the organisers’ 
warnings to stay within tbe designated 
area for concluding the march situ- 
ated at least two kflometres away 
from the small King Hussein Bridge 
and dedded to bead towards the 
bridge itself. 

Police allowed tbe demonstrators 
to walk another 700 metres before 
they placed an armoured personnel 
carrier across the street to stop the 
marchers. While organisers pleaded 
with the crowd to return to the 
designated area, people continued to 
push ahead. 

Army tanks started appearing from 
behind the small hills on the sides of 
the road but that move did not stop 
the crowds from trying to continue 
their march. 

It was not immediately dear exact- 
ly bow the clashes between the de- 
monstrators and the anti-riot police 
started but what seemed like a rain of 
tear-gas cannisters fell among the 
crowd which immediately retreated to 
some 50 metres. 

People were running back in a 
frenzy trying to avoid the seemingly 
endless tear-gas a tta c k s as more and 
more cannisters seemed to fall in their 
way bade. 

“I was running back; I wanted to 
get away but I couldn't. Every two 
steps another tear-gas cannister 
would fall in front or next to me and I 
was choking. It did not stop,” a 


r eporte r who walked with the crowd 
to follow tbe developments noted. 

Several witnesses said small gr o up s 
among the crowd attemptin g to walk 
to tbe bridge hurled stones at tbe 
anti-riot police standing in their way. 

Interior Minister Masa’adeh told 
the Jordan Times that “groups which 
adopted different emotional reactions 
seemed to cause this dash.” The 
minister expressed regret that such an 
** initially successful march ended tins 
way.” 

A security source told the Jordan 
Tunes that although “official reports 
have not yet been received by the 
Public Security Department it seemed 
»tm» some politically-affiliated groups 
were trymg to incite the crowds.” 

The s o u rc e that some 

political groups who participated in 
the march “tad different goals than 
those of the organisers and they 
incited tbe crowds to continue mar- 


However, the president of the Jor- 
dan doctor’s association and orches- 
trator of tbe march. Dr. -Mamdouh 
Abbadi, said that the violence was 
“only a very small dark spot on a 
large white page which is the success 
of march itself.” 

In an interview with Jordan Televi- 
sion. Abbadi said that “impulsiveness 
and enthusiasm drove people to move 
outside the fimits set out in the route 
map” provided by the Jordanian pro- 
fessional associations. “Since that 
particular area is mined and in order 
to safeguard (tbe participants) lives, 
police fired tear-gas to disperse tbe 
crowd,” be said. 

Reports from Israel said the 
occupation authorities closed the 
King Hussein Bridge for half an hour 
“as a precautionary measure.” 

Participants planted die poles of 
their banners and flags in tbe mint- 
hills that flank the wide road leading 
to and from the bridge. 

“This is sad. Tbe people want to 
leave their marie hoping that their 
brothers in the West Bank could see 
that they were here to support ibem." 
a young man told die Jordan Times 
while walking back. 

“The march was successful despite 
the events that took place at its 
conclusion,” tbe interior minister 
said. “What took place at the end 
marred the overall picture a little 
bit,” he said. 

‘The march was also a success 
because of the numbers that turned 
out.” one of the organisers said. “It is 
a first in Jordan, mid probably in the 
whole Arab World,” be adcteL 

“Being unprecedented in scope and 
objectives, the sad incidents that took 
place resulting from whatever little 
disorganisation and other reasons 
there were, the protest has to be seen 
as really successful.” 



Antoine Lahd 

prove ties with the West have said 
all hostages should be freed this 
year. But radicals argue that 
holding hostages is a means of 
confronting the West, which the 
anti-Western faction considers a 
cornerstone of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Bush recently said that if Israel 
wanted to free any prisoners he 
would not object. He also offered 
to help locate tbe four missing 
Iranians. 

Two of the Israeli soldiers in 
question were captured in a com- 
mando ambush in the buffer zone 
on Feb.17, 1986 and are believed 
held by Hizbollah. Hie third, an 
airman, was captured when his 
plane was shot down in southern 


Lebanon on Oct 16,1986. ’ 

In Beirut weeping Lebanese 
women protesters; photos of their 
men in Israeli jails pinned to their 
chests, said Monday they only 
wanted the 15 Western hostages 
in Lebanon freed if their relatives 
were also released. . . . 

At least 50 women, many old 
and shrouded in black chadors, 
marched to the United Nations 
buOding to plead for then- rela- 
tives, hundreds of whom are held 
in Khiam Prison. . . 

A solitary man tire crowd said 
(< why should Western hostages 
get out while our sons don’t?.” 

Tbe father of Bilal Dakrcmr, 
held for over four years in an 
Israeli prison, sqid “the West has 
dollars to pay off the captors. 
■We, because we are poor; no- 
body cares." 

“We have seen and beard how 
tbe world was moved and the 
West enraged about- a few Wes- 
terners who were kidnapped in 
Lebanon,” cried' one black-dad 
woman marcher who refused to 
give her name 

“But unfortunately, we have 
not seen or heard die least in- 
terest in our 3,000 sons held 
hostage in Zionist prisons,” she 
said. 

Aliya, 60, said fora of her sons 
aged between 35 and 13 yeare 
were kidnapped by SLA militia- 
men eight years ago in South 
Lebanon. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Group protests tear gas sales to Israel 

SALTSBURG, Pennsylvania (AP) — State police cited .10 
demonstrators for disorderly conduct after they chained them- 
selves to die gates of an Indiana County plant that manufactures - 
tear gas sold to Israel. The demonstrators were protesting at 
federal laboratories near Saltsburg because the company' has 
resumed selling the gas, which the group claimed is used against 
Palestinians in the West Bank. Shipments were suspended two 
years ago after another protest. The protesters cited were among 
130 from several states who gathered Saturday for a rally at 
Conemaugh Dam Park. They are members of STOPP — Stop the 
Teargassing of Palestinian People, and include Palestinians, 
Christians and Jews, according to Todd May of Pittsburgh, a 
group spokesman. In a steady rain, demonstrators formed a circle 
in the parking lot across from the plant, chanted and waved 
Palestinian flags. Michael Tanzer of Binghamton, New York, who 
spoke during the rally, said he visited Israeli hospitals in January 
and Palestinians there showed him tear gas canisters marked 
“Saltsburg Pa., USA.” 

Turkish troops kill 3 rebel Kurds 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — Turkish troops killed three 
Kurdish separatist rebels daring a clash in the southeastern 
province of SHit, officials said Monday. They said members of the 
banned Marxist Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) had fired on a 
patrol near the town of Kurtalan Sunday. At least 33 PKK rebels 
have-been killed this month in addition to 21 soldiers or civilians. 
The rebels lost 48 men in April. The PICK’S violent campaign for 
Kurdish independence has claimed more than 2,000 lives since it 
began in mid- 1984. 

Bahrain taxi drivers stage protest 

BAHRAIN (R) — More than 100 taxi drivers staged a protest in 
Bahrain Monday against planned new rules to stop them holding 
two jobs. The drivers say they need a second income to meet tbe 
rising cost of living. But an Interior Ministry spokesman said the 
rules, aimed at helping the unemployed,' would probably be 
introduced in a few months. Officials say Bahrain's unemploy- 
ment rate could be as high as 10 per cent. About one third of its 
estimated 473,000 people are expatriates. 

Demjanjuk starts appeal 

TEL AVTV (R) — Convicted Nazi war criminal John Demjanjuk 
launched a last bid before Israel’s supre court Monday to escape 
the hangman’s noose. Demjanjuk's lawyer Yoram Sbeftel pre- 
sented his appeal to a five-judge panel more than two years after 
tiie Ukrainian-born retired car worker, deported from the United 
States, was sentenced to death following a 15-month trial. Sheftel 
argued that the special Jerusalem court bad not been entitled to 
try his client for genocide or crimes against humanity since the 
offences were not included in the U.S.-Israel extradition treaty. - 
“To put it in a nutshell, the appellant was brought to Israel for 
tnal on one offence and one offence only — murder ” he said 
The defence argues that the burly 70-year-okl is not’ the guard 
known as “Ivan the terrible" who operated the gas chamber at the 
Trebhnka concentratron camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. But 
Sbeftel sard if the court accepted his argument on jurisdiction 
tiiere would be no need to review the evidence. Demjanjuk 
denies he was ever at the camp. * 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nassretfa Church, Swetfteh 

Td. 810740. 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 685326. 

St. Joseph Cborcb Td. 624590. 
Ctarck of the Aumdatiea Td. 

637440. 

De Is Ssfle Church Td. 661757 
Tcrrusantu Omrcb Tel: 622366 
Church of the AwndiMoa Td. 

623541. 

Anglican Cbmh TeL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cborcb Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephrafaa Chore* Tel. 77175). 
Amman Inttmathmal ***■■■- «* Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Latham Church Td: 
811295. 

Tbe Chrnch of Jans Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 81S8I7, 654932. 


BuUetm supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 

A slight drop m temperature wiD 
occur acc ompa nied by possible show- 
ers. in Aqaba winds w0 be southerly 
m od era te and was eahn. 

MinJmax. temp. 
Amman.. 12/25 


Aqaba .* 19/31 

Deserts 14/26 

Iordan Valley 17/29 

Yesterday's high te m p er atures: Am- 
man 28.8. Aqaba 345. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 13 per cent. Aqaba 17 
per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 

Dr. Majed Abu Sacmah 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 

Dr. Adel Amman 

Fhas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pha rmacy , 

Nahoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy . 

Stances ni pharmacy 


... 776571 
...881635 
... 896301 
... 812148 
... 661912 
...778336 
...637055 
...623672 
...636730 
...644945 
...637660 


ream - . 

Dr. Radwan Sa'd ( — ) 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabab Al Bourini ( — ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854176 


EMERGENCIES 


Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Civil Defence Emerg en cy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complainu 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory maistancc) 121 

Overseas CaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan T el evision 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Co mpany 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Kbafidi Maternity. J. Amo . 
AkOeh Maternity. J. Ami. . 
label Amman Maternity..., 

Malhas. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shm c isaoi 

Sbmeisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

Tbe Islamic. Abdali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrcen 

AJ- Bashir. J. AsHraficti 

Army. Marks 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amai Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

UtBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn AlNaiccs Hospital 

AQABA: 

Prin c ess Hays Hospital .... 


. 81381302 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

.. 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

.. 667227/9 
. 66612707 
.. 664164/6 
... 7771010 
. 775111/26 
.89161 1/15 
. 002240/50 
674155 

(09)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 

(02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02}247!00 


Princess Hxya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. where h 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

65:45 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RX) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

*•*■ Jeddah (RJ) 

l*W Baghdad (RT) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*6:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

*609 Cairo (RJ) 

*6^5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

***0 Kuwait (RJ) 

*7:60 Montreal. New York (RJ) 

*6:6* Frankfort. Vienna (RJ) 

26*46 Tripoli (RJ) 

**:« Rome (RJ) 

2**6 Rome (RI) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Kuwait (KU) 

1*2* Moscow (SU) 

*7=» Rome (AZ) 

I&36 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

2*:16 Zorich. Laraaca (SR) 

2 *35 Beirut (ME) 

•**S Grim (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


«W6 Aqaba (RJ) 

*1:48 - Tripoli (RJ) 

IM* Rome (RJ) 

12:*5 Vienna (RJ) 

I2itt London (RJ) 

*2*5 Madrid (RJ) 

12*5 Rome(RJ) 

1*68 London (RJ) 

*3:15 Paris (RJ) 

13:38 Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

2fc40 Kuwait (RJ) 

21:86 ..... DbafaranfRJ) 

a*0 Laraaca (RJ) 

21:26 Cairo (RJ) 

22:15 Bahrain, Dobs (RJ) 

22:15 Damascus (RJ) 

22:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

64:80 Jeddah (RJ> 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


*2=25 - Kuwait (Kll) 

,fe8B - Moscow (SU) 

1&5 5.._ - Dubai (AZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

6 |: *6 Cairo (MS) 


Vpperiknter price la per kg. 

t*™* - — . SCO / 400 

2**L- -550/500 

rs anana _ - S 00 / 450 

Bmua (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

t * J * w> ** 8 - 90/60 


Carrot 

Cauliflower “ 

Coc'rabera (Urge) 

Cucumbers (smafl) 

Dates 

Eggplant ; 

Garlic 

Lemon 

.JfOw* (par tntej 

Mallow J 

M**tow 

Marrow (small) ' ' 

©trion(dry) 

Ontoo (green) 

Orange *? 

Raddab 

Sage • 

spmacb 

Tomatoes * 

Watermelon 


140/100 

300 /2S0 
120/100 
— — 240 / 200 
....... W/ 300 

/ 80 

-.-450 / 40Q 

- 320/280 

.150/100 
.. .... 330/ 280: 
140/jao 

.280/240 

130/100 

200/- 150 
....... 340/300 - 

-^ >150 / 400 
iso /ioo i 
— 180/120 
300/280 ! 
HQ710Q 
.....i. 400/300 

u.-V^28«60 
~...7 200/15D 
....... 260/220 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Monday for the RehabBitatioii of the physically handicapped 
attends a ceremony where Gambia's president’s wife (Petra photo) 

S. Jawara opens an annex at the A1 Hossein Society 

Rehabilitation centre annex opened 


AMMAN (Petra) — An annex 
for a centre run by the A1 Hussein 
Society for the Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handicapped was 
formally opened Monday by the 
wife of the visiting president of 
Gambia S. Jawara at a ceremony 
attended by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basina and other digni- 
taries. 

The visitor inspected the facili- 
ties which offer physiotherapy 
sessions to the handicapped chil- 
dren, special education classes 


and vocational training. 

At least 255 children have be- 
nefited from these services so far 
according to officials in charge of 
the centre. 

He said the children, who 
spend two years of training, are 
normally awarded a diploma 
which can help them find jobs. 

Vocational training covers 
radio and television repair, sew- 
ing, embroidery, shoemaking and 
the manufacture of artificial 
limbs. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Medal conferred on former ATF official 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein has conferred the 
Independence Medal of the Second Order on Dr. Sadeddin 
Ibrahim, former secretary-general of the Arab Thought Forum 
(AIT) in recognition of lids services and dedication to his duties. 
The medal was presented to Dr. Ibrahim by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, chairman of the ATFs board of trustees. 

Iraqi official leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Minister of Justice Akram Abdul 
Qader left Amman Monday after delivering a message from Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to His Majesty King Hussein. The 
message contained Iraq's official invitation to the King to attend 
the Arab su mmi t conference due to be held in Baghdad towards 
the end of May. 

Minister meets institute’s director 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director-general of the Paris-based Arab 
World Institute Edgard Pisani had a meeting here Monday with 
Minister of Education Mohammad Ham dan to discuss coopera- 
tion between the Ministry of Education and the institute. Hamdan 
spoke about educational systems in the Kingdom. Pisani said the 
visit would help cooperation and conveyance of Arab World’s 
culture to Europe. 

Jordan, Syria to cooperate in planning 

AMMAN (Petra) — A joint Jordanian-Syrian planning commit- 
tee will open discussions in Damascus Tuesday to examine ways 
of cooperation in development and planning, as well as expertise 
and information related to planning. Dr. Safwan Touqan, 
Ministry of Planning's secretary-general left for Damascus Mon- 
day to head the Jordanian side to the meeting. 

Tourism aims at self-sufficiency 

AMMAN (Petra) — Twenty per cent of the total income to the 
ancient Nabatean city of Petra will go to the nearby village of 
Wadi Mousa, and 20 per cent of income from J crash archaeologic- 
al dty will go to the city of Jerash, according to Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti. The funds will be used to 
improve services at the two archaeological sites. 

Jordanian children to display art in Iraq 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to participate in a Palestine medal 
competition for children organised by the Iraqi Ministry of 
Culture in Baghdad in the coining month. Altogether 53 paintings 
by students in government and private schools will be displayed. 

Jordanian artists to display in Morocco 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Plastic Artiste Association 
will take part in an art exhibition to be organised in Casablanca 
towards the end of May. Paintings by 10 prominent Jordanian 
artiste will be displayed at the exhibition. 


Society President Princess Ma- 
jidah Raad spoke at the cere- 
mony outlining the society's va- 
rious programmes and future 
p lans . 

She said the Queen Alia Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF) had fi- 
nanced the first part of the com- 
plex while the new annex had 
been financed through contribu- 
tions from die private sector in 
Jordan. 

Among those present at the 
ceremony were the ministers of 
health and social development. 


WHO 

meeting 

tackles 

tetanus 


AMMAN (Petra) — The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
opened a 10-day symposium in 
Amman Monday to deal with 
! means of combatting tetanus, re- 
sponsible for infant mortality in 
the developing nations. 

Representatives from Pakistan, 
Iran, Afghanistan, North and 
South Yemen and Jordan, who 
are taking part in tbe meetings 
will review working papers and 
research documents dealing with 
tetanus and win exchange exper- 
tise in ways of combatting this 
killer disease. 

Dr. Mamoun Ma’abreh from 
the Ministry of Health opened 
the sessions with an address in 
which he referred to WHO's 
target of eliminating tetanus 
among infants by the end of 1990. 

“It is not enough to learn about 
tetanus or to take individual deci- 
sions to deal with it since sound 
planning and proper employment 
of resources are required to stem 
the spread of the disease,” 
Ma'abreh said. 

A WHO representative ex- 
pressed the organisation's con- 
cern about the persistence of 
tetanus in developing countries. 
He said that recent statistics indi- 
cate the mortality rates are de- 
clining thanks to immunisation 
programmes although tetanus 
ranks second place after measles 
in infants mortality. 

The symposium is being held in 
cooperation with the Ministry of- 
Health. 


Measures are taken 
to help southern areas 

KARAK (J.T-) — Implemeota- Prime Minister Mndar Badran 
tion of the first phase of an toured the drought stricken re- 
emergency programme to relieve gion of the south: Karate, Tafikh 
tbe southern governor&te of and Maan in March this year and 
Karak, hit by drought this year announced that nearly S3 million 
will begin early next month in will be spent on development 
conformity with directives from schemes to assist the local 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran population, 
and with a view to finding work Nearly JD 1.5 million has been 
for the unemployed citizens, contributed to the scheme by 
according to Karak governor the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Tqnnil Duheiman. Company and the Arab Potash 

In his announcement, Duhei- Company, both of which operate 
man said that projects related to in the south, 
roads, water springs, afforesta- 
tion, forming, dams and coopera- The Prime Minister spoke at 
tive work will be implemented in public rallies during his extensive 
the first stage. three-day tour, openly debating 

He said that jobs will be ere- matters of concern to the local 
afed for tbe unemployed as a citizens. 

result of the implementation of According to Duheiman JD 
projects in agriculture, livestock 500,000 had been allocated for 
breeding and forest planting. income generating projects which 
“To pave the way for the pro- will employ job seekers and 
jects, a special committe set np $333,000 mil come from tbe 
last month and comprising con- Ministry of Agriculture to help 
cerned government departments develop higher regions, 
has held several meetings and “The committee has already 
discussed plans for the districts of received JD 100,000 to com- 
Mazar, Qaser, Aiy, Ghor Safi, mence its work and that other 
Mazraa as well as Karak," said instalments will be forthcoming in 
Duheiman. due time." he said. 


WHO worried about 
Palestinians conditions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The World 
Health Organisation's (WHO) 
42nd meeting which was con- 
cluded in Geneva earlier this 
week discussed the deteriorating 
health conditions of the Palesti- 
nian people under Israeli rule, 
according to Minister of Health 
Mohammad Addoub A1 Zaben. 

Zaben, who returned from 
Geneva after representing Jordan 
at the meeting, said he delivered 
the Kingdom’s address calling on 
the organisation to step up its 
efforts to provide assistance to 
the Palestinian people in health 
and medical affair s in view of the 
worsening health conditions 
under Israeli occupation. 

“Apart from this question 
WHO dealt with the killer disease 


AIDS, environmental health, 
breast feeding and health re- 
search programmes among other 
important topics," the minis ter 
said. 

Delegates to the WHO confer- 
ence stressed the need for tbe 
attainment of the organisation’s 
goal of providing health services 
for all citizens by the year 2000; 
all members stressed the need for 
the rich nations to extend help to 
the poor countries of the world 
with their health services. 

Zaben took part in meetings 
held in Geneva by Arab health 
ministers on tbe one hand and 
ministers of health from Jordan's 
partners in the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) on tbe other. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins 

and tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe 

listed time and place with tbe coqcerped institutions. 

V. EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of paintings and sculptures by five Jordanian a rtis t s 
at Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation (10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 

* Plastic art exhibition by Abir Abu Judah, Sanaa A1 Boorini and 
fiadO Ba«am at Yarmoflk University. 

* Exhibition of original aerial photos by Jane Tailor at hotel 
Jordan Intercontinental (all photos are for sale in aid of the St. 
John Ophthalmic Hospital, Jerusalem). 

* Book exhibition at Mn’ta University. 

* Art exhibition by George Sarkis Kaplan Ian at the Goethe 
Institute. 

* Art exhibition by Hham A1 Turk at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by students of Nazareth Sisters School at tbe 
French Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Husni Abu Ekraym at the Alia Art Gallery. 

THEATRE 

* E n gl i s h play entitled “The BrotUe’s Family” at the Royal 
Cuttural Centre — 8:0© pan.) 


* Lecture by Dr. SuhaB Yousef (In German) entitled “Cycle: 
Architecture between tradition and progress” — 7:00 p.m. 

FILM 

• Film “The New York School” at the American Centre at 6:00 
p.m. 


PLAY 

* An Arabic play “One Thousand and One Night” at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 
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Hk Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Monday the Arab Thought Forum (Petra photo) 
attends the final meeting on education organised by 

ATF meeting on education 
stresses need for reform 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
meeting organised here by the 
Arab Thought Forum ATF to 
discuss education in Arab coun- 
tries concluded its sessions Mon- 
day by issuing two important 
documents: the Amman educa- 
tional declaration and the Am- 
man declaration for education in 
tbe Arab World in the 21st cen- 
tury. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan attended the final 
session and addressed the dele- 
gates about the topics discussed 
and the importance of their meet- 
ing. 

He said the conference was 
part of the ATFs ongoing en- 
deavours to introduce reform to 
education in the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan described the 
conference as a cultural project 
and a modest beginning designed 
to define the objectives of educa- 
tion in the Arab countries in the 
coming century so that policy 
makers, economists and author- 
ities in charge of information can 
chart programmes and plans in 
accordance with these guidelines. 

He said the two documents 
manifest tbe ATFs determina- 
tion to seek an Arab summit that 
would be dedicated to education 
in the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan ’s words were 
echoed in the Amman declara- 
tion on education for the Arab 
World which expressed hope that 
one of the coming Arab summits 
would be dedicated solely to dis- 


Medical 


dialysis unit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A new dialy- 
sis unit was formally inaugurated 
at the King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre Monday by Her Royal High- 
ness Princes Basma, chairman of 
the friends of the Kidney Patients 
Society. 

The unit, which cost JD 
500,000, comprises 20 different 
computerised machines, consi- 
dered the most up-to-date of their 
kind in the world, according to 
hospital officials. 

"The unit will initialy provide 
dialysis services to 120 kidney 
patients at tbe rate of twice a 
week for each." the officials said. 

The new unit's operational 
costs are estimated at JD 500,000 
annually and each patient's treat- 
ment is estimated at JD 5000 a 
year. 


cuss the question of education in 
Arab states, since education is a 
major tool in culture and develo- 
ment. 

The declaration said that be- 
tween 1970 and 1990 the number 
of students and teachers in tbe 
Arab World tripled and the rate 
of educated adult people rose 
from 37 per cent to 50 per cent. 

Tbe declaration also pointed 
ont that despite this tact, efforts 
had not risen to the aspired levels 
in quantity and quality' for the 
purpose of achieving universal 
development. 

“At present there are nine mil- 
lion children outside schools and 
nearly 50 per cent of the adults in 
the Arab World are still illiterate, 
together forming about 80 million 
persons,” the declaration said. 

The present educational sys- 
tems in the Arab World still 
follow outmoded patterns which 
do not rise to the level of chal- 
lenges of the modern age; nor do 
they help Arab students cope 


with modern developments,” the 
declaration said. 

It said that the new world 
situation requires open-minded, 
speedy and favourable response 
and interaction if further progress 
for the Arabs is to be attained 
and if the Arab national heritage 
is to survive. 

The declaration urged the 
Arab World to develop its educa- 
tional infrastructure, to give 
proper attention to informal, self 
and continued education for the 
adult people, to work for eradi- 
cating illiteracy in the Arab cotin : 
tries, by the end of the present 
century, to involve the local com- 
munity in shouldering part of the 
educational burden. 

The declaration underlined the 
importance of tbe teacher and the 
schol textbooks in the education^- 
al process and urged Arab coun- 
tries to extend all possible educa- 
tional assistance to the Palesti- 
nian students involved in the up- 
rising against the Israeli rule. * : 
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■ [Magnanimous show 

solidarity 

THE “Right of Return” March has been a successful event 
even though i! was marred by the unruly behaviour of a 
relatively small group of participants and subsequently an 
over-reaction by the security authorities. It is a success for 
Jordanians and Palestinians and a number of oar Arab 
brothers to organise a popular protest march that reflected 
the feelings and sentiments of our people in their desire to 
unite and confront common dangers. It is a pride to see that 
our people are using democratic means not only to express 
their feelings, but also to show their anger at the daily Israeli 
practices to uproot the Palestinians from their homeland 
and to replace them with immigrants from the Soviet Union 
and other comers of the world. It is an achievement for the 
organisers, who through their continuous and sincere work 
to serve their professions and their country's causes, have 
been able to draw 25,000 participants to a point so dose to 
our people on the West Bank to show the whole world that 
we are with them and for them in their heroic struggle for 
liberation. 

True, some of the protesters got over-enthusiastic and 
hastily rushed to break security and safety rules. But their 
feelings and emotions and actions could not be misunder- 
stood or mistaken, since their usurped homeland and their 
hostage brothers and sisters were no farther than a stone's 
throw from them. 

On the other hand, our security people had legitimate and 
sound considerations to protect the inarch and the marchers 
from the obvious dangers that surrounded them. They did 
over-react a little. But, again, it usually happens when the 
over-enthusiastic get restrained by the over-protective, 
especially when it is a first for both. 

The incidents that took place dose to Jericho, however, 
dwarf next to what was happening next door in Hebron, 
where Moshe Levinger was being sentenced for only five 
months in prison for killing an Arab, and where he was 
being hoisted on the Israeli settlers' shoulders and called a 
hero for killing our brother. 

Jordanians and Palestinians were too dose to the heroes 
of the intifada not to display their deep emotions and 
frustrations in an enthusiastic fashion. And onr security 
people were also that dose to the enemy to endanger the 
safety and security of our people and country. A dash took 
place among our people. But it was not about objectives and 
principles. Bui the important thing was that our people 
stood together, worked together and walked all the way to 
show their national unity and common goal to show friend 
and foe alike onr true feelings and solidarity to achieve onr 
goals and national aspirations. 

The march was a proud manifestations of those feelings, 
and a! that it was a huge success. 


mn ©AM PRESS EDITORIALS 


: A! Ra'i daily on Monday focused attention on Baghdad where 

the Arab summit meeting is to be held towards the end of May. 
The paper said that the Arab leaders now shoulder serious 

I *- responsibility towards their people and their nation, and they 
ha\e to find means of protecting their countries and of safeguard- 
__ ing the Arab masses from a looming disaster. The paper noted 
> that for one thing. Iraq is seriously threatened with a gg ression 
j from Israel and other hostile forces, while the Palestinians in the 
! occupied Arab lands are facing oppression. Furthermore, the 
j Israelis are posing a new threat on the Arabs by inviting in more 
immigrants who will eventually help the Jewish state expand in 
every direction, the paper added. It said that the summit in 
Baghdad is expected to be something quite different from all 
previous ones, and a summit for the masses and for defending 
Arab soil at a crucial moment in Arab history. Millions of Arab 
masses are now looking to Baghdad and hoping that the Arab 
7"i * leaders will find solutions that can fend off dangers posed not only 
on Iraq and the Palestinians, but rather on the whole Arab Nation, 
the paper said. 

Writing in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily, columnist Tareq Masarweh 
describes the march to the bridge in the Jordan Valley taking 
\ i place Monday as a symbolic move which is bound to attract many 
, people with hope to return. The writer says: "we all know that a 
peace march will never regain usurped territory, but it is a 
mobilisation of morale which is required for later action.” The 
symbolic march is also a show of solidarity with the Palestinian 
people under Israeli rule, and also a manifestation of determina- 
tion to regain lost land and a rejection of capitulation to the Israeli 
. enemy, the writer adds. The march is now symbolic, but it is 
1 bound to wake up millions of people around the world to the need 
}: of action to reinstate justice, he continues. The writer expresses 
;yj- hope that the march will eventually be transformed into a real 
j march of fighters who will embark on real steps for the return 
^ journey to the occupied lands. 

■ »r 

i-:lF The march to the bridge Monday which is supported by the 
TQ professional unions in the Arab World should be viewed as an 
expression of feelings and a show of solidarity with the Palestinian 
Z people, said Al Dustour Arabic daily Monday. The paper said that 
£ i the young men and women throwing stones on the Israeli troops, 
trfq and the unionists who are imprisoned by the Israeli authorities all 
± i need moral support; and millions of people around the world 
+ - need to acquaint themselves with the plight of the Arab people, 
3 : said the paper. The march to the bridge is a voice considered 
-j/: louder than all the Arab countries' condemnations of Israel's 
£ ■ actions, and a display of the silent determination of the Arab 
r people to fight for their land, the paper added. As we watch the 
- march and the ongoing intifada, said the paper, one can only hope 
[vIC that all Arabs will take matters more seriously and work out 
73 ; serious and practical plans to liberate their land. 


Gazan and the intifada: 
United and steadfast 


By Steve Sherman 

ON March 28 the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities began what has 
become an annual event, the sea- 
ling off of the Gaza Strip from the 
outside world in preparation for 
Land Day on March 30. From the 
late afternoon Gaza's three exits 
were closed to outgoing traffic; 
by the next morning incoming 
traffic was barred and the strip's 
outside telephone lines were cot. 
While army helicopters flew over- 
head, the strip remained sealed 
off and under a blanket curfew 
until the early morning of April 1. 

To its 680,000 inhabitants, the 
Gaza Strip is a prison. Its small 
area, with only three exits to the 
outside world, enables the Israeli 
army to close it off ar wilt. Its 30 
military bases, 24 of which have 
sprung up since the intifada be- 
gan, bouse between 6,000 and 
8,000 troops at any given time, 
although reinforcements can easi- 
ly be brought in. At key locations 
Gazans are reminded of the pre- 
sence of their warders by the sight 
of huge circular sandbanks con- 
structed on elevated spots, with 
military encampments placed in- 
side. As with so much of Israel's 
occupation policy, the intention is 
intimidatory as much as strategic. 

Local Palestinians detect slight 
changes in the army's tactics 
against the intifada. While the 
number of Palestinians arrested 
and injured has remained at ab- 
out the same level as last year, 
fatalities have decreased slightly. 
The Israelis appear keen to avoid 
widespread casualties, largely be- 
cause of the bad publicity they 
cause at home and abroad. 
Another change is the less fre- 
quent use of curfews since the 
transfer of Yitzhak Mordechai to 
the command of West Bank 
forces last August. His fondness 
for this measure left Jabaliya, 
Gaza’s largest refugee camp with 
around 60,000 inhabitants, under 
230 boors of curfew in the upris- 
ing's first two years. Spot cur- 
fews, now fewer in the Gaza Strip 
and generally only imposed after 
major incidents, as in Rafah in 
February, are used much more 
frequently in the West Bank. 

But life- in Gaza is no easier. 
Gashes between Palestinian 
youths and schoolchildren and 
the army still occur almost daily 
throughout the territory, and 
arrests, mostly of young men, 
continue in the same numbers. 
The occupation more than ever 
seeks to control and undermine 
people's daily lives. It harasses' 
and causes hardship in many and 
various ways. To leave the strip 
Gazans who work in Israel must 
cany computerised identity cards 
from which the authorities can 
ascertain a wide range of in- 
formation on individuals. In addi- 
tion, special permits are required 
for travel both to the West Bank 
and abroad. But the issuance of 
such permits, as well as identity 
cards, is dependent on payment 
of taxes; if these are outstanding, 
permits are not granted. There 
are even reported instances of an 
individual being denied travel 
permission because a relative has 


such a debt. cent. 

Israel’s economic offensive But the uprising continues 


Gaza's fishing fleet, much cur- 
tailed since the occupation began 
in 1967, has been subjected to 
even heavier restrictions since the 
outbreak of the intifada. Having 
been forcibly grounded for 
almost the whole of 1989, fisher- 
men are still frequently barred 
from working at the whim of the 
military, with boats kept ashore 
when the catch is likely to be 
good. To make control easier, the 
Israelis have built special enclo- 
sures at the four fishing ports Ln 
which boats must be kept. 

And the intifada has brought 
damage to another key compo- 
nent of Gaza's economy, agricul- 
ture. Curfews mean that crops 
are left to rot waiting to be 
harvested or transported. Citrus 
exports to Jordan have recently 
been bit by the Israelis impound- 
ing lorries trying to cross the 
bridge and leaving them until the 
load begins to rot. A recent ban 
on vegetable exports to the West 
Bank also caused heavy losses for 
Gazan fanners, long subjected to 
restrictions on planting and land 
and water use. 

But the biggest blow to Gaza's 
weak economy bas been the de- 
cline in the number of people 
working in Israel. The total is 
down from c. 60, 000 before the 
intifada to c. 40,000, with the 
number of work days reduced 
because of strikes and curfews, a 
reduction much more marked in 
Gaza than in the West Bank. 
With Israeli imposed restrictions 
on virtually every sector of the 
economy, unemployment is ris- 
ing. At the same time the univer- 
sities, and indeed until March 
1990 all farther education estab- 
lishments, have been closed 
throughout the intifada, and 
scholarships for higher education 
in Eastern Europe have died op 
completely (formerly a major 
source of education opportunities 
for Palestinians everywhere, not 
one scholarship in Eastern 
Europe has been awarded to a 
student from the occupied terri- 
tories this year). Overall, UN- 
RWA estimates per capita in- . 
come to have fallen to about 40 
per cent of its pre-intifada level, 
again a much higher fall than in 
the West Bank, where 'incomes 
have always been generally 
higher. 

As a result consumption has 
fallen, shops, restaurants and 
small businesses have dosed, the 
consumerism of the superficial 
economic boom of the 1970s has 
died away as people learn to do 
without luxuries. One striking ex- 
ample is the collapse of the dowry 
for a bride. Before the intifada a 
man could be asked to pay as 
much as JD 7,000 by the family of 
his prospective bride; now a dow- 
ry of JD 1.500 is exceptional. A 
direct result of this is an increase 
in-marriage, and also of the birth 
rate. Having been steady at 
around 4.7 per cent per annum 
for most of the 1980s, UNRWA 
believes it is now rising to 6 per 


In the face of such adversity the 
intifada continues unabated. 
Perhaps the greatest achievement 
of the occupied territories as a 
whole over the last two years has 
been to sustain the uprising as 
part of normal everyday life. 
There are on average four or five 
strike days a month, when almost 
everything is dosed, there is no 
transport and workers in Israel 
stay at home. Shop opening hours 
are well coordinated-, most trad- 
ing ceases at 1 p.m. Hie boycott 
of Israeli produce is widely 
adhered to where there is a non- 
Israeli alternative, although this 
is less effective than in the West 
Bank, where most commodities 
sold in the shops, with the major 
exceptions of sugar and .salt, are 
either produced in the occupied 
territories or imported. In Gaza, 
local alternatives seldom exist; a 
striking example is dairy products 
— the West Bank has virtually 
eliminated Israeli dairy produce, 
while in Gaza it still accounts for 
per cent of consumption. 

Partly enforced by tire econo- 
mic downturn, partly self im- 
posed, a sense of austerity per- 
vades the Gaza Strip. Adult re- 
creation outside the home has 
virtually ceased. The cinemas 
have dosed, sports tournaments 
have been abandoned, cafes and 
restaurants are fewer and are 
only open for short periods. 
Alcohol consumption has de- 
clined sharply, as has the use of 
hashish, put by some at 30 per 
cent of young men before the 
intifada, but now virtually eradi- 
cated. Yet popular commitment 
to the intifada, in spite of afl the 
hardships, remains. Determina- 
tion that there is no going back to 
the pre-intifada situation is visibly 
firm. 

For in spite at the arrests, 
injuries and deaths, the structure 
and organisation of the intifada 
remain intact. As a schoolteacher 
from Khan Yunis explained: 
'‘Arrests have no effect on the 
nature and quality of the intifada 
leadership; it rotates, its base is 
too rooted in the Paiestinian-mas- 
ses, everybody is involved in it. If 
by chance the Israelis do manage 
to arrest the right people, and 
usually they don't know who they 
are looking for, others readily 
come along to take their place.” 

Unify is the key 

The key to much of this success 
is that the resistance remains un- 
ited, in spite of the Israeli media's 
portrayal otherwise. Generally, 
the Unified Leadership, Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad are coordinat- 
ing their activities. When 18, 19, 
20 March were all declared strike 
days, by Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and the Unified Leadership re- 
spectively. people felt three days 


Muttn’Jeff 


of strikes was too much and 
Hamas willingly withdrew their 
strike call in the Gaza Strip and 
Islamic Jihad theirs in the West 
Bank. The recent truce between 
Hamas and Popular Front activ- 
ists in Khan Yunis, cited by the 
Israeli press as an example of 
extremists of right and left uniting 
against Yasser Arafat’s too 
"moderate’ 1 position, in fact illus- 
trates the strength of intifada 
unity, as it brought to an end an 
often violent conflict which had 
seriously obstructed unity or ac- 
tion. In fact Hamas, the “intifada 
wing” of the Muslim Brother- 
hood, has never been as strong as 
the Israelis tike to believe. It has 
been able, far more easily than 
the PLO factions, to bring 
money, mostly of Saadi origin, 
into the territories, to fend cli- 
nics, kindergartens and other 
facilities. But its support in the 
Gaza Strip, which is far higher 
than in the West Bank, stands, 
according to a number of local 
observers of varying political 
backgrounds, at around 10-15 per 
cent; 25-30 per cent, according to 
the same sources, support the 
Popular Front, between 50 and 60 
per cent Fateh. Islamic Jihad 
appears to be a small extremist 
guerrilla group, quite indepen- 
dent of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Although small, it 
enjoys wide respect among 
Gazans across the political spec- 
trum, for military efficiency and 
daring and supposed incorrupta- 
bitity. 

The only zeal indications of 
factional strength are the results 
of recent elections to the execu- 
tives of the Arab Medical Asso- 
ciation and the Gaza Engineers 
Association. In the former, 11 
Unified Leadership candidates 
stood against 11 from Hamas; 
Hamas only managed to win one 
seat. But m the latter, Hamas 
won five of the nine seats in spite’ 
of winning only 40 per cent of the 
votes cast, because the Unified 
Leadership fielded three candi- 
dates (Fateb, Popular Front, 
Communist party) for each seat. 

Support for both Hamas and 
the leftist parties has grown since 
the intifada. Although few would 
go so far as to agree with Hamas’ 
accusation that Arafat is a traitor 
who has “sold out” the Palesti- 
nians by making too many con- 
cessions, many are frustrated at 
the lack of progress on the di- 
plomatic front. Calls for the re- 
sumption and intensification of 
“armed struggle” are beard from 
members of all the PLO factions. 
But the vast majority of Gazans 
accept the bulk of the PLO’s 
concessions, including the dec- 
laration of independence, the rec- 
ognition of Israel, even the two- 
state solution, which, before the 
intifada, was anathema to many 
of Gaza's refugees as it would do 
nothing to alter their refugee 
status — Middle East Interna- 
tional, London. 





Despair for the 1990s 

By Abdul Wahab Badarfcban 

- The following article translated from the London-based Leb a ne s e 
daily, Al Hay al, is reprinted from the London-based Middie East 
International. 

IT IS NOT true that toe Arab World fa adrift, left to its fate and 
the whims of international politics. The search fa on, we are told, 
for an afirCBcaiiipassfaig comprehensive Arab strategic plan that 
will dazzle everfeody. - 

A strategy for what? It may be unfair even to adc this question, 
considering the huge volume of studies and research papers 
<»fonr|M^ j[ out hy ftimtj mtc pfiH paid thinkers. These thinkers have 
drawn a picture of the Arab World on paper which they cannot 
help but admire. The rulers too, are so Impressed by Una 
magniflfwrf pict u re that it has transfixed them, leaving them 
unable to turn it faito reality. 

Some of them say that stability is a precon d i ti on for any Arab 
strategy. While this sounds true, it fa too vague. Stability requires 
security, but it also requires a sound economy, and a feefing among 
people that they are respected and not trampled upon. In short, 
stability itself can only be achieved when there exists a conscious 
policy to bring it about. Without being unfair to or placati n g any 
Arab regimes, it can be said that they have been relatively 
smeegM in some areas, vrMe failing rllsmaHy in others. If one can 
still think in t umu f of an Integrated Arab World, it most be said 
that the obsession with stability is meaningless. The real issue 1s the 
effect of that stability on soctey and the fives of citi ze ns . 

It fa a matiu gj or rather to see how objective barriers 

block the way of those thinkers deriring their reports on “the Arab 
World In the 1990s” or “the Arab World in the 21st century”. 
Some Arab co unt r ie s have no concern other than their foreign 
debt, as though they have solved all their other problems. Others 
are stffl obsessed wife their national security, tf not their very 
wfamdi and borders. 

Perhaps the prevalent ch ar ac teri stic of the Arab World in the 
1990s the- collapse of afl the values and Hbniaas which shaped It fa 
the prevohu decades. It has become necessary to come up with hew 
values on which to buBd a viable strategy. WhBe the theories of the 
“progressive” Arabs have collapsed without a shadow of doubt, so 
have the Bostons of the “reactionaries”. The *' ‘progressives’* 
cannot even voice support for pefestroflea, because support 
requires commitment, and commitments are pifing up to the 
dustbins of the Arab League. But neither can the Arab “reac- 
tionaries”, who cheered on the downfall of Ctonmranfem, claim 
that the r epe n tant Communists are returning to the rivflbed 
democratic fold of Arab “reaction”. In other words, our 
progressives were never progressive to the leftist Eastern sense, 
and onr reactionaries were never part of the world, of right-wing 
-democracy in the Wesfertl sense.Isthfeacrisis ofkl t n tilyT No,itis 
a crisis of backwardness. 

... One sincere advocate .of radical Arab political pe r e stroi ka has 
’ come up with a view which may sound comic-to tbe point of being 
serious. He befieves that zf the Arabs are to face the 1990s tn their 
current state, they have to accept three tilings they have always 
rejected. 

First, they must accept the Camp David Accords. This is became 
the policies of the Arab states are so wretched and Ineffective, they 
cannot hope to achieve more than what these accords gave them. 

Secondly, they must embracee the Sykes-Picot agreement, which 
divided the Arab World into 21 states. They must not overturn it hi 
their pursuit of unity, because with things as they are, they wffl end 
up subdividing the area into twice the inmtbt r of states mid 
statelets. 

Thirdly, they must ding to the “reactionary regimes” with all 
their strength . For only the e xistence of these regimes am protect 
people from the greed and stupidities of the Americans. 

It is only an opinkm, which embodies the despa^ of past, present 
and future in an era ruled by those, who refuse any change except 
that which perpetuates them. But if anyone opposes this view or 
considers its proponent sinful, let them cast ah alternative at him. 


British media bias 

To the Editor 

I WAS recently in London for a few-week visit and was truly 
shocked at the way the most important media there covers the 
Palestinian uprising and the problems of the occupied Arab 
territories. The following was a report I saw there on the Jewish 
settlers occupation of St. John's Hospice in Jerusalem on one of 
the TV networks in London: 

The report opened with Jewish settlers standing outside the St. 
John’s Hospice, the Greek Orthodox priest bringing down the 
star of David hanging at the top of the gate. Then cut. The scene 
of the same priest being beaten up by the settlers and wounded 
was not screened. 

The next shot was of Palestinians (could not tell whether they 
were Christians or Muslims) marching towards the building with 
the reporter saving in the background: “Palestinian Muslims 
invaded the Christian quarter in Jerusalem.” 

Then a scene of a Jewish settler offering a glass of water to a 
Palestinian, who shouted at him: “I don’t want your water. This is 
our water, our land. Just get out of here and leave our homes." In 
general, the reporters portrayed how "civilised” the Jewish 
settlers were and how “uncivilised" the Palestinians were; 
especially when the next scene was: A shot of a very angelic 
looking Jewish woman with a long white scraf on her head 
resembling the portraits of the Virgin Mary, carrying a baby in her 
arms. She was saying so peacefully and innocently: “Wc mean 
well. This is our country and we have the right to be here, but we 
want to live in peace." 

The words of the report were chosen as if to induce the idea 
that there arc only Christians (with no mention that these 
Christians were Palestinians) and that Palestinians were Muslims. 
There was so much stress on religion rather than on a Palestinian 
cause and Israeli occupation of Palestinian Arab territories. 

The Palestinian problem could be. and apparent in tnany 
Westem countries — an obvious effort to distinguish between 
Palestinian Muslims and Christians to induce the idea that the 
problem is that of religion rather than of an oppressed occupied 
nation. It is also an obvious effort to give the British people, who 
are mostly Christians, an impression that the Palestinians were 
invading the Christian Shrines to sympathise with the Jews and 
Christians and not with Palestinians, where in this case, they were 
portrayed as only being Muslims. Perhaps wq should do some- 
thing about this. 

Mary .Salim 
Amman. 
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Soviet Jews may be 

rate* but ‘relief* 
can’t be at Arab expense 


. This & the'** oood of ^ three- 
part report : : _ . 

AT A RECENT joint Arab- 
A mrrk r aa icuanar organised 
by the Arab Thought Forom 
(ATF), consensus emerged on 
fte repercuasaOzis of Soviet 
' Jewish i mmi g r ation © Isrul 
However,, the two main work- 
ing papers reflected a striking 
gap -between the Arab 
.approach and a still influential 
trend in the American circle 
Which, is bc&frved to have can* 
siderable impact on 
Washington. ' . 

_ /The two papers were pre- 
sented to the symposium on 
.American policy in the Middle 
East, which was attended by a 
group of prominent Arab rateJ- 
leonats and politicians ami a 
.number of Middle East experts 
from the University of Har- 
vard; 

The first paper, presented try 
the political advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein, Adoan 
Aba Odeh, do "Emigration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel and its 
Implications” was in almost 
completc coDtmt with the 
American paper submitted by 
Dr. Marshal Goldman, a re- 
nowned Harvard Sovietologist, 

' entitled “A" New Soviet Fore- 
ign and Domestic Policy and its 
Implications for . the . Middle 
East.** 

While Abo Odch's paper ex- 
plored in detail the role of 
massive Jewish immigration in 
Israeli strategy and linked, h to 
Israel's current attempts to 
tighten its bold on the occupied 
territories,- Dr. Goldman 
almost ' completely" ignored 
such repercussions and stres- 
sed instead; exclusively on 
Soviet Jews^ "desperate" noth 
ditions. 

- Dr. GoIdmanV paper, -in its 
large part, did. not .seem to 
match the views expressed by 
most of hS colleagues' at the 
'‘chAfcreoce;* Vat: appeared to 
. substantiate Israel's daims tbat - 
.it is wurgent- need of Soviet 
7ewsh immigrants "" ' 

. After reviewing the' phases 
of the rise; and dedine of anti- 
Semitism in Tsarist Russia and 
“ the Soviet Union, Dr. Gold- 
man concluded that the 
j, ^changes jn tbc Soviet Union 
had given way to the emerg- 
ence of c^entt nationalist and 
| anti-Semitic movemcats which 
necessitates the. exodus of 
Soviet Jews to escape an im- 
pending danger. 

" Stressing the. emergence and 
role of Pamyat (the memory), 

: a Russian extreme right-wing 
’ • group, Dr. Goldman claimed 
that Jews in the Soviet Union 
were threatened with posable 
pogroms ' and massacres/ 
.“Against^ this . background, of 
panic, Soviet Jews are seeking 
as never before to leave the 
Soviet Union.** be contended. 

Throughout his paper. Dr. 
Goldman tried repeatedly to 
' justify Jewish" emigration from 
the Soviet Union. Ironically, 

* he seemed to imply that de- 
-. -spite the international Western 
~ arid Jewish campaign to press- 
.. . are Moscow to allow Jews to 
- leave prior to the perestroika 


era Jews had sought to leave in 
the mid-seventies mainly to 
seek ‘'economic and political 
freedoms arid family reunifica- 
tion/’ 

“Now it is a fee hug of panic 
arid fear of physical harm,** he 
said in what appeared to con- 
tradfcr one of the strongest 
arguments used in the past 
which associated oonununism 
with onti-Setmtism. 

Dr. Goldman, however, did 
not hesitate to suggest that the 
- Arabs might be supporting and 
financing right-wing organisa- 
tions such as Pamyat. This 
accusation provoked a strong 
written rebuttal by Dr. Asaad 
Abdul Rahman, a political sci- 
entist and member of the 
Palestine Central Council. 
"There is a contradiction in 
this statement. If Arabs sup- 
ported and funded Paymat 
that means that they are 
actually instigating Soviet Jews 
to emigrate,** he pointed out. 

Dr. Goldman drew parallels 
between the present status of 
the Jews in the Soviet Union 
and those in pre-Nazi Ger- 
many by insisting that they 
were being blamed for the 
"political and economic col- 
lapse" there. 

In his paper Abu Odeh also 
drew parallels between the cur- 
rent conditions and those 
which prevailed after World 
War IL But while Dr. Gold- 
man stressed the need for the 
Jews to leave the Soviet Un- 
ion, Abu Odeh warned against 
a new Palestinian exodus and 
Israeli annexation of the West 

Rawlr and Gaza. 

“The Arabs could see that 
the relentless efforts to create 
. Israel would soon borne to a 
climax... it is clear to the Arabs 
that they are witnessing the 
final stages of Israel's scheme 
to make its occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
irrevokable,” Abu Odeh saidl 

Abu Odeh, who said the 
concept of Jewish immigration 
had a high priority in the 23on- 
: art . ideology and Israeli 
strategy, also argued that “the 
' coincidence of two factors — a 
danger threatening Jews in 
their country of origin and 
their inability to go elsewhere” 
had triggered waves of Jewish 
immigration to Israel througb- 
. out history. 

At a later stage, Abu Odeh. 
who apparently avoided por- 
traying "coincidence of the two 
factors’* as “a conspiracy," 
nevertheless cited a number of 
reasons which make Soviet 
Jewish immigration an essen- 
tial part of the Israeli strategy. 

In his view, Soviet Jewish 
immigration helps solve at 
least four problems for Israel: 

— To substantiate claims 
that the territories are needed 
to absorb . the immigrants, an 
argument "which would find a 
ready audience in Israel.” 

— The wave of immigrants 
would difuse the demographic 
bomb. . . 

— The ail-too-impo riant 
-American Jewish community 
would overcome its misgivings 
and unite in supporting any 
Israeli policy that is presented 
within the framework of 
absorbing the immigrants. 


f Continued from peg* 1) ” 

■.Bank villages. 

" 1 “ "Mitzna told" the court that 
hoops bad beaten Palestinians 
brutally and. broken then bones 
in several other West Bank vil- 
lages and towns but there inst- 
ances bad not been publicised. 

He called the . cases "devia- 
tions” and said there were many 
of them; 

The radio said Mitzna was 
questioned by the defence about 
the existence of special army un- 


is and said that they were not 
under his command. He said 
however that these units were 
bound by military orders and 
limitations. 

Mitzna did not identify the 
special units, thought to have 
been responsible for beating or 
lolling an unspecified number of 
Palestinians. 

I^pcal and foreign press have 
reported the activities of under- 
cover army units who wore dis- 
guises and had killed Palesti- 
nians. 



PLO confident of summit 


-'-said. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein lad sent a special envoy to 
Tripoli Sunday with an invitation 
to Qadhaf}. ' * 

Salah Khalaf, second in com- 
mand to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat in the-Fateh group, 
told the London-based newsletter 
Mideast Mirror that s Syrian par- 
ticipation at whatever level would 
speed up "a Syrian-Iraql recon- 
dliatibn. 

This it turn would also open a 
new chapter in Arab-Iranian rela- 
tions since Syria was Iran’s only 
Arab ally during the baq-lnm 
war and remained . Tehran’s 
closest friend m the region, Kha- 
Uf told the newsletter earlier 
Monday in a telephone interview. 


— _ The settlement of the 
immigrants in Jerusalem and 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
would create irreversible fait 
accompli. 

— The immigrants, most of 
whom are highly educated and 
skilled, would replace outgoing 
Israelis and give a big boost to 
Israel’s economy. 

Dr. Goldman, who con- 
ceded that until 1990 only 
seven per cent of all Soviet 
Jews leaving the Soviet Union 
went to Israel, completely de- 
tached the new wave from 
within the context of Israeli 
settlement strategy. He argued 
that most immigrants had no 
desire to settle in the occupied 
territories. 

"Those arriving today are 
fleeing from terror and have no 
desire to put themselves on the 
West Bank proper. They will 
settle for Tel Aviv and not for 
Kiryat Arbaa,” he wrote, im- 
plying that there was no danger 
from the new arrivals settling 
in Israel proper. 

“The statement that Israel 
does not encourage immigrants 
to settle in the occupied terri- 
tories is an obfuscation," Abu 
Odeh countered in his paper 
citing a host of financial incen- 
tives that the Israeli govern- 
ment provides for immigrants 
to move to the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Another striking contrast 
between the two papers was 
that while Abu Odeh con- 
cluded that the new wave of 
immigrants, coupled with 
Israeli policies to evict Palesti- 
nians from their homeland, 
threatens to undermine the 
peace process. Dr. Goldman 
stood out in the symposium by 
arguing that it might revive 
peace efforts. 

“Ironically, the new* wave of 
Soviet immigrants could stimu- 
late the peace process,” Dr. 
Goldman wrote. 

In his view the immigrants 
are more likely to vote for 
Likud, thus ‘‘causing the nego- 
tiators in the Arab World to 
seek a speedier resolution of 
the conflict before the new 
immigrants come to increase 
the political standing of the 
conservatives." 

Unfortunately, Dr. Gold- 
man was not able to come to 
Jordan to take part in the 
conference and elaborate on 
his conclusions. However, 
throughout his paper be did 
not allude to the Arab or PLO 
negotiating position or the 
Israeli government's rejection 
of American peace proposals. 
The implied message In his 
conclusion was that he ex- 
pected the Arabs to make 
more concessions, an argu- 
ment which contradicted mos£ 
of the views expressed in the 
seminar. 

Abu. Odeh called for an in- 
ternational declaration com- 
mitting the Security Council or 
its five permanent members to 
work for a peace settlement 
based on Security Council Re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and 
affirming the Palestinian right 
to self-determination and the 
right of all nations in the region 
to live in peace. 


Democracy, pluralism can counter growth of 
fundamentalism, says Arab lawyers’ chief 


By Nemrecs Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fanaticism and 
fundamentalism in the Arab 
World could only be countered 
through advancing democracy 
' and allowing political and social 
pluralism which would in turn 
accommodate the national 
characteristics of the different 
Arab states, according to the 
general secretary of the Arab 
Lawyers Union. 

Farouk Abu Eissa maintains 
that the continued Arab disuni- 
ty has created special national 
characteristics in each and ev- 
ery one of the Arab states, 
which cannot be united under 
the umbrella of one ideology 
even if it is Islam. 

“Facing up to regional pre- 
dicaments and problems cannot 
become effective unless we are 
able to assimilate the whole 
nation and this is impossible 
unless we respect all views and 
differences here and there,” 
Abu Eissa toid the Jordan 
> Times in an interview con- 
ducted on the peripheries of the 
Arab professional associations 
meeting held here this week. 

According to Abu Eissa, who 
was a membr of Sudan's revolu- 
tionary council during the 
democratic era in the country, 
Jordan, which led the march to 
democracy in the Arab World 
by bolding free elections in 
November last year, will be 
able, in a few years, to prove 


his theory. 

“If Jordan was to hold new 
elections today what will 
emerge is a more liberal and 
reasonable Lower House of 
Parliament,” Abu Eissa said. 

He argued that the Jordanian 
government, after realising how 
the “undemocratic" elections 
law allowed for the emergence 
of an Islamist majority, “would 
work on writing a more demo- 
cratic law which would allow 
for the correct representation 
and plurality of ideologies/' 

"The results would indicate a 
70 to 80 per cent change from 
the present structure," Abu 
Eissa maintained. 

What resulted in the shift to 
fundamentalism in the Arab 
World, according to Abu Eissa, 
is the Lack of democracy. 

According to Abu Eissa, 
while the door was open for 


religious practice, civil liberties 
and rights "were denied to the 
progressives and liberals which 
in torn allowed for this shift to 
fundamentalist thinking " as the 
only means to avoid the “pre- 
dicament of citizenship" in the 
Arab World. 

He expressed his belief that 
this lack of democracy and its 
repercussions had helped 
“spread the Arab predicament 
and diseases which can only go 
away through the application of 
democracy.” 

He cited Sudan as an exam- 
ple of the situation in the Arab 
World. “We have Africans, 
Muslims and Christians,** be 
noted and said he would admit 
that the “democratic practice 
(in Sudan) after the April 1985 
intifada was negative.” 

"What took place at that 
time was responsible for 


burying democracy,” he said. 

But he rejected that coups 
d'etat were the answer to the 
malpractices of democratic ap- 
plication. “What should have 
happened is more democracy... 
allowing for more pluralism and 
different views.” 

Sudan, which, Abu Eissa 
said, enjoyed great differing 
cultures and different dialects 
and unequal social division, 
should have had a political rule 
that reflected these differences. 

"Sudan is a mini-example of 
the Arab World at large. One 
cannot solve its problems by 
submerging the differences that 
lay within its even if it was 
through a comprehensive ideol- 
ogy such as Islam,” Abu Eissa 
said. 

He called on all the progres- 
sive ideologists in the Arab 
World to “form one eye; an eye 


to watch the fundamentalist 
spread and coordinate against 
it.” 

Abu Eissa highlighted the 
need to recognise the necessity 
to allow political pluralism and 
respect differing opinions 
amoag the different Arab states 
as a “prelude to the much 
needed Arab unity." 

He also underlined the need 
for an immediate Syrian-Iraqi 
reconciliation to allow for the 
proper utilisation of “Arab re- 
sources and abilities.” 

He praised Jordan’s demo- 
cratic shifts and the govern- 
ment's derision to allow the 
“right of return" march to take 
place. “Why is this the first 
time that Arab professional 
associations' representatives 
were able to meet? Because 
there is democracy here and we 
can say our mind.” 


Cyprus Rirways^f 

Proudly ann ounce the resumption of its flights 

AMMAN-LARNACA-AMMAN 

As from 1st June 1990 at the following schedule 


30 held 


The sources said that the inci- 
dent was contained with the in- 
tervention of Irbid Deputy Tbeeb 
Marji who is a leader of the 
Jordan branch of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine. Maiji, who received few 
blows himself from the demon- 
strators but was not harmed, 
managed to convince the demon- 
strators to accept to delegate 12 
people to cross with the body to 
the Syrian side. 

The sources said that Monday's 
disturbances during the "right of 
return” march organised by the 
professional associations were 
also partly stirred by supporters 
of Syrian-based PLO factions. 
They pointed out that the leader 
of demonstrations that took place 
at the Baqaa camp last December 
on the eve of the second 
anniversary of the intifada par- 
ticipated in Monday’s Mart* and 
was suspected of inciting violence. 
, Official sources said meanwhile 
that a public rally held in Zarqa 
Sunday to drum up support for 
the “national bloc” running in the 
municipal elections, witnessed 
small disturbances. 

The sources said that the Zarqa 
governor refused to grant the 
national bloc permission to allow 
musical groups to participate in 
the rally. Deputy Fakhri Kawar 
suggested cancelling the rally and 
organising a protest march in the 
city. The protest march, in which 
nearly 1,500 people participated, 
was later dispersed by police after 
demonstrators attacked a police 
car and smashed its windows* 

A senior Jordanian official, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said the incidents of the past 24 
hours “indicated that there are 
some groups that are trying, in an 
irresponsible manner, to capital- 
ise on the atmosphere of freedom 
brought about by the democratic 
transition.’' 
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Petra Travel & Tourism Co. (PETRATOURS) 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Str. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, MR FREfGHl 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tn 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 
JNT*L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


. “I am confident that in the end 
Syria will participate in the sum- 
mit in one way or the other," 
Khalaf said in the interview. He 
said that even if . Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad did not go to 
Baghdad, there would he a senior 
representative attending the plan- 
ned summit on his behalf. 

“This summit will discuss fate- 
ful issues,** said Khalaf. “Under 
no circumstances should Syria 
isolate, itself, and by the same 
token it is not permissible that 
anyone should isolate Syria.” 

Khalaf was equally confident 
that the Syrian-backed Lebanese 
go v er nm ent of President. Bias 
Hrawj would also be present in 
Baghdad whether or not Syria 
participated. 







Thefijvtftbett 
ChiflME Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Cfrcle l Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfiyyah.Giris School. 

j-*rnnffMtf> 


Open daily 12,4104:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. - Midnight 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily t2J30-&30pm 
7.30*41.30 pm 

After the PMkdolphk Hotel 

fowwds 3rd circle 


To!. 059519 659520 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


IIAIMITEL 

iU2«jl|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23688 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers 1 Housing 
Esrate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian BSrbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 918214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professio n al Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger.- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% Inyar 


EASTERW 


PACKING 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
.MR & SEA FREIGHT 


* Frmm mnimrpo- 
mm n t 20 x 30 cm 


TEL : 621 775 
TLX:23 0 23 


FAX ; 656 270 
PQB : S15 40S 


Shmeisairi - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 



The Ke&ncvfUace Motet 


HntaCulshM 


Oryx Bands 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
RUWAYDAH 

For reservation 
call 660000-15 
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Saudis go downstream in 
bid to tame oil market 


By Rawhi Abeidoh 
Reuter 

NICOSIA — Saudi Arabia, the 
world's biggest oii exporter, is 
seeking more refining and 
marketing outlets for its crudes to 
try to protect itself from a wildly 
speculative market. 

Buoyed by the success of Star 
Enterprise, a joint project with 
the U.S. giant Texaco, Saudi Oil 
minister Hisham Nazer said Sun- 
day the kingdom planned to enter 
into similar projects in the United 
States and other countries. 

But Saudi Arabia, a traditional 
exporter of crudes and tacking 
expertise in the lucrative Western 
markets, appears to be against 
. taking risks by buying out oil 
projects. 

“We are receiving many, many 
offers from oil companies, includ- 
ing major ones to buy," a Saudi 
oil official told Reuters in a tele- 
phone interview from Riyadh 
Monday. 

“But we are more interested in 
joint ventures because it is better 
to join people who know the 
.market and have expertise.'' 

“And we are not going to enter 
: any project unless it is economi- 
cally sound and provides good 


capital return." 

Saudi officials say the mam 
reason for going downstream into 
refining, marketing and distribu- 
tion is to protect its oil industry, 
the backbone of the economy, 
from damaging price swings- 

Saudi Arabia, which owns 
nearly one-fifth of the world's 
proven reserves, will soon start a 
multi-billion dollar programme to 
increase production capacity by 
over 40 per cent to around 10 
million barrels per day {bpd). 

“Oil policymakers... are aware 
of the importance of building a 
solid Saudi petroleum industry 
based on commercial bases and 
not prone to fluctuations in the 
oil market, the Saudi press Agen- 
cy said Sunday in a commentary 
on Nazer’s tour. 

Nazer last week visited Star 
Enterprise's refineries in Texas, 
Louisiana and Delaware, which 
posted revenues totalling S6.3 bil- 
lion in its first year of operation. 

Formed in January 1989 with 
assets of about $2.5 billion Star 
has access to some 600,000 bar- 
rels 

per day (bpd) of Saudi crudes. It 
sells them as refined products in 
some 12,000 service stations in 28 
eastern and southeastern states. 


This constitutes about 50 
per cent of total Saudi sales to the 
United States, by far the world's 
biggest consumer. 

The official said Saudi Arabia 
was also interested in markets in 
Western Europe. Southeast Asia 
and Japan. 

OPEC differences over pricing 
and production policies have 
often played havoc with an in- 
creasingly speculative oil market 
that saw prices swinging between 
$16 and 24 a barrel since last 
December. In 1986, a destructive 
prices war brought prices down to 
below $10. 

Saudi Arabia, OPEC’s princip- 
al member, has repeatedly advo- 
cated moderate prices to mam- 
tain a recent surge m demand. 

Nazer is said to favour what an 
aide described as a “reciprocal 
security," with Saudi Arabia en- 
suring secure supplies to consum- 
ers in return for being allowed, 
access to their oil markets. 

Oil companies are also urged to 
enter into upstream operations — 
exploration and production — to 
increase output capacity and 
meet rising demand. 

“More integration means more 
stability,'' die official said. “Both 
sides will be looking at both ends 
of the industry.” 



John Snaimn 


Brazil’s economic plan 
shows signs of trouble 


By Ken Sihrerstrin 

The Associated Press 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — 
Signs of renewed inflation and 
financial speculation have 
raised fears in Brazil that a 
drastic economic austerity plan 
launched in mid-March is run- 
ning into trouble. 

“The full economic picture is 
not clear but one thing is: 
things are getting worse,” said 
Alexandre Barros, a political 
consultant. 

Economy Minister Zelia 
Cardoso de Mello met all 
weekend with key advisers, 
and rumours abounded that 
new austerity measures would 
soon be announced, including 
tightening credit and increas- 
ing interest rates to hold down 
the money supply. 

“The government will have 
to take immediate action now, 
or the situation could spin out 
of control,” said economist, 
Jose Mardo Camargo of Rio's 
Pontifical Catholic University. 
“We may soon be facing a 
recession with inflation — the 
worst of both worlds.” 

The main concern is infla- 
tion, which seemed under con- 
trol after President Fernando 
Collor de Mello imposed his 
austerity plan on March 16, a 
: day after he took office. 

The measures, which in- 
cluded an 18-month freeze on 
$115 billion in savings accounts 
and money market deposits, 
drastically reduced record 
- annual inflation of almost 

5,000 per cent . 

The plan also led to a drama- 
tic economic downturn, with 
unions estimating 300,000 peo- 


ple fired and businesses report- 
ing drastically reduced sales. 
The government has said the 
slowdown is needed to put the 
economy in order. 

But after predicting just 10 
days ago that inflation was 
“dead and beaten,” Cardoso 
de Mello said on Friday the 
cost of living rose more than 3 
per cent in April. 

Several private institutions 
say the government is seriously 
underestimating inflation, and 
that the real rate for April was 
between 10 per cent and 20 per 
cent. 

“Whatever the true figure, 
the cost of living is creeping 
back up again." said Camargo. 

Also troubling observers was 
the return of financial specula- 
tion, which forced the govern- 
ment to sell gold last week to 
keep down the price of the 
metal 

And the dollar already has 
recovered its early March 
value of 80 cruzeiros. 

The dollar on the illegal but 
widely tolerated black market 
had fallen by more than 50 per 
cent after Collor announced 
the austerity plan, which made 
cruzeiros scarce. 

Last week, federal police 
raided the offices of black mar- 
ket operators in Sao Paolo to 
try to slow the dollar's rise. 

“Those sorts of actions are 
effective for only a few days. 
The government will have to 
find better ways to end spe- 
culation.” said David Fleis- 
cher, a political science profes- 
sor at die University of Bra- 
silia. 

The new round of specula- 
tion seemed tied in part to the 


public’s diminish ed faith in the 
economic programme. 

A survey released last week 
by the B razilian Association of 
Credit and Savings Companies 
said $4 million has been pulled 
from savings deposits. That 
would represent 36 per cent of 
all money in accounts not 
blocked by the freeze. 

Another sign of the public's 
lack of confidence is a recent 
boom in sales of residential 
safes. Brazil's biggest safe 
manufacturer, the Bernardini 
Company, said home safe sales, 
were almost double levels prior 
to March. 

“We've always had a credi- 
ble financial sector. But people 
are skeptical now and would 
rather spend or buy dollars,”' 
Camargo said. 

A final problem is that many 
companies skirted the bank 
freeze. 

The prominent Rio daily O 
Globo reported last week that 
firms had managed to “un- 
freeze” almost $50 billion, 
mostly by paying off debts and 
taxes as rules allowed. 

Jean Daniel Peter, the presi- 
dent of the Brazilian subsidiary 
of Union Carbide, told the 
paper the company used all of 
its $18 million caught in the 
bank freeze. 

Others resorted to illegal 
methods. Blocked funds could 
be donated to charities, and 
some companies made deals 
whereby they made large con- 
tributions but received part of 
the money back. 

The money injected into the 
economy by such methods is 
believed in pars responsible for 
the rise in inflation. 


Bush aide 
attacks 
Democrats 
on budget 
summit 


By David Lawsky 

Renter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush’s chief of staff. John 
Snnunu, sparked a new con- 
troversy on Sunday by blaming 
Democrats for making it neces- 
sary for Bush to call a budget 
summit. 

SuQunu said on U.S. television 
that the critical event in Bush's 
decision to call for the budget 
summit on Tuesday was the lack 
of enthusiasm the House of Rep- 
resentatives had shown for its 
Democratic leadership's spending 
blueprint. 

But White House budget direc- 
tor Richard D arm an said on 
another television programme 
that the summit was necessary 
because interest rates had not 
dropped as the administration 
had hoped and the savings and 
loan bailout “threatens simply to 
explode in terms of its effect on 
the deficit.'’ 

Democrats have expressed 
concern that the budget summit is 
a political trap to give the Repub- 
licans a chance to attack them in 
the fall elections. 

Sununn did nothing to discour- 
age such speculation. 

“One of the things that I think 
ought to be clear is that the 
congressional failure — the" fai- 
lure of the leadership in Congress 
to be able to move Che budget 
process forward — is an awfully 
good reason to elect Republi- 
cans,” he said. 

Summu's remarks drew a sharp 
rebuke from House Budget Com- 
mittee Chairman Leon Panetta. 
The California Democrat said 
such comments might sabotage 
the summit before it started. 

“If again there's going to be a 
game of political blamesmanship 
from one side to the other than 
frankly these talks are not going 
| to get off to a very good start,” 
Panetta said on television. 

He said both sides must be 
willing to accept blame for the 
, problem of the growing $3.2 tril- 
lion national debt or “these dis- 
cussions are not going to be pro- 
ductive.” 

Damian said the savings and 
loan bailout could add an extra 
i $50 billion to the deficit problem. 


ECONOMY NEWS IN BRIEF 


Baghdad, Belgrade discuss trade 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Yugoslav Prime Minister Ante Markovic and 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yassin Ramadan began talks 
Sunday on economic and trade cooperation between the two 
countries, a Yugoslav embassy official said. The official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said the talks also involved repayment of 
a $300 million loan Belgrade had extended to Baghdad during the 
Iran-Iraq war. He said the talks were expected to end Monday with 
the two sides signing a protocol for cooperation in economic and 
technical fields. Markovic arrived Saturday on an official visit that 
had been delayed for a month by a political dispute between the 
two countries. Belgrade had criticised Iraq after the execution of 
Iranian-born, London-based journalist Farzad Bazoft on charges of 
spying earlier this year. To underscore its anger at what it described 
as interference in its internal affairs, Baghdad said it could not 
receive the Yugoslav prime minister. The Yugoslav embassy 
official would not say if the issue was raised during the talks 
Sunday. The state-run Iraqi television qutoed Markovic as saying 
on arrival that he looked forward to expanding the volume of trade 
between the two countries which amounted to $700 million last 
year. Yugoslav sources said Baghdad hopes to pay back part of its 
debt by giving Yugoslavia free oil and rescheduling repayment of 
the rest. 

Iran: Oil prices should be far higher 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Ali Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
said Sunday that world oil prices should be higher and urged fellow 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) members 
to work for a “just price.” Tehran Radio, monitored in Cyprus, 
said he was speaking at a meeting with visiting Omani Petroleum 
Minister Said Ben Ahmad A1 Shan fan, who arrived in Tehran 
Saturday to deliver a message from Sultan Qaboos of Oman. “In 
our opinion, the real price of oil should be far higher than what it is 
today," Rafsanjani said. OPEC members complain that the 
group's target price of at least $18 a barrel has lost at least 20 per 
cent of its real value since 1986 because of inflation and the 
depreciation of the U.S. dollar, its only pricing unit. But countries 
like Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates — key Gulf Arab 
producers — favour the present level remaining unchanged in 
nominal terms until at least 1991 to encourage demand. A1 Shanfari 


said Saturday that non-OPEC Oman, which in the past has led a 
dialogue between producers inside and outside OPEC, was willing 
to cut production to help stabilise prices. 

Toyota to build cars in Turkey 

ISTANBUL (AP) — The Japanese automaker Toyoto, Mitsui 
Company Limited of Japan and the Sabanci Group of Turkey will 
set up a joint venture and start turning oat 20,000 care a year within 
three years, company officials said. Ozdemir Sabanci. head of the 
automotive group of the Had Omer Sabanri Holding A.S.. told a 
news conference Sunday that a company named Toyotasa will be 
founded by July with initial capital of $150 million. He said the 
total investment for the project will be around $250 million. He 
said his group would own 50 per cent of Toyotasa, Toyota would 
hold 40 per cent and Mitsui 10 per cent. Sabanci said the 
construction of the plant in Hendek township some 160 kilometres 
east of Istanbul would start before January and was expected to be 
completed in 1992. The company will start turning out 20,000 cars 
annually by 1993 and could reach a capacity of 100,000 by 1995, he 
said. The company in Turkey will produce four-dour luxury sedan 
models of the Corona, Corolla and Cressida. 

Colombian rebels bomb oil pipeline 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombian leftist rebels blew up part of the 
country's main oil pipeline, paralysing the transport of crude oil, 
local radio RCN reported Sunday. The radio, quoting the state-run 
oil company Ecopetroi. said about 40 guerrillas of the National 
Liberation Army (ELM) placed a bomb along the Cano-Limon oil 
pipeline in the northern Colombian state of Cesar. There have 
been seven previous ELM attacks on the pipeline this year. The 
ELN, Colombia's most active guerrilla gorup with an estimated 
1.500 combatants, has bombed the Cano-Limon pipeline more 
than 100 times since 1985, causing losses of about $500 million, 
offidals say. The RCN report said the latest bomb destroyed eight 
metres of the pipeline, causing oil to spill into a nearby river. The 
report said Ecopetroi was working to control any ecological 
damage RCN said Ecopetroi has suspended the pipeline's daily 
pumping of 220,000 barrels. The 780 kilometre pipeline transports 
almost all of Colombia’s crude oil destined for export. 


Kuwait cuts spot 
sales of crude oil 


NICOSIA (R) — Kuwait has 
stopped spot sales of crude oil 
and made arrangements to supply 
its refineries in Europe from else- 
where to comply with an OPEC 
pact. Oil Minister Sheikh Ali A1 
Khalifa A1 Sabah was quoted as 
saying on Monday. 

“We have stopped all spot 
sales, and we have also halted 
supplies of Kuwaiti crude to our 
refineries abroad, having in- 
structed KPI (Kuwait Petroleum 
International) to make alterna- 
tive arrangements for crude sup- 
plies for its European refiner-* 
ies,” the Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) quoted Sheikh 
Ali as saying in an interview on 
May 10. 

“These and other measures are 
likely to get us very near to our 
quota.” be added. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) had 
agreed earlier this month to re- 
duce total production by six per 
cent for May and June from 
around 23.5 million produced in 
April to help oil market prices 
recover. 

OPEC's output ceiling in the 
first half of 1990 is 22.086 million 
bpd. 

Oil prices in spot markets had 
declined around 25 per cent in the 
first four months of this year due 
to unchecked output by the 13- 
member group, especially by 
three big Gulf producers, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

At the Geneva meeting, 
Kuwait had pledged to cut its 
output to its 1.5 milli on barrels 
per day (bpd) quota level during 
the May-July period from an esti- 
mated 1.9 million in April. 

The Nicosia-based *oil industry 
newsletter said oil market prices 
recovered around one dollar per 
barrel in the week following 
OPECs meeting in Geneva due 
to actual and impending output 


cuts by OPEC members. 

It said Saudi Arabia has taken 
measures to cut both wellhead 
output and sales by around 

400.000 bpd to its 5.38 million 
bpd quota level. 

Most customers of Saudi Ara- 
bia have readied an agreement 
with the kingdom for voluntary 
cuts in nominated liftings in May 
around 10-15 per cent, like Shell 
which is said to have agreed a 10 
per cent cut, and in some cases up 
to 30 per cent. 

“In this they seem to have been 
highly successful since, not sur- 
prisingly many companies were 
only too glad to trim their lifting 
co mm itments at a time of sub- 
stantial oversupply.” MEES said. 

The oil industry newsletter said 
Atm Dhabi, the biggest producer 
in the United Arab Emirates, is 
expected to trim output and sales 
by around 150,000 bpd in June. 

The UAE had pledged to cut. 

200.000 bpd from its 2.1 milHon 
bpd output in May-July period. 

But MEES said unsold Iranian 
crude was still piling up m north- 
west Europe and the Mediterra- 
nean and posed a threat to mar- 
ket price stability. 

The newsletter, quoting mar- 
ket sources, said this overhang of 
crude could total 50 million bar- 
rels, with 20 million already wait- 
ing buyers and another 30 million 
barrels of April loadings heading 
for these markets. 

MEES said as some Saudi cast- 
mere reduced liftings in May and 
June, they might make up the 
difference by purchasing Iranian 
crude which is cheaper than Saudi 
oil. 

It said Iranian crude prices 
were around 65 cents per barrel 
below Saudi prices. 

Iran's crude oil output in April 
averaged 3.012 milli on bpd in 
April, down frotii 3.15 million in 
March, the newsletter added. 
Iran's OPEC output quota is 3.14 
million bpd. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, May 14, 1990 
Central E»nk official rates 


U.S. doflar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutscbemark 
Swiss franc 
F re n cti franc 


Bur sea 

667.0 671.0 
1118.9 1125.6 


Japanese yen (for 100) 434J 436.9 

Dutch guilder 3603 362.5 

Swedish crown 111.1 111.8 

Itafian tin (for 100) SS.O 553 

Belgian franc (for 10) .195.9 .197.1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying aqd selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6830/40 

1.1765/75 

1.6418/25 

1.8450/60 

1.3948/55 

33.95/34.00 

5.5330/80 

1207/1203 

153.33/43 

6.0040/90 

6.3935/85 

6.2620/70 

368.35/368.75 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 


TOKYO — Tokyo stocks ended higher, maintaining the gains of a 
more than 40-point early morning surge in benchmark Nikkei 
average. The Nikkei Index closed up 530.51 at 32,042.65. 

SYDNEY — Australia’s sharemarket posted its largest single-day 
rise in two years to break through the 1500.0 level. The All 
Ordinaries Index was up 32.6 points at 1517.2. 

HONG KONG — Stocks were firm on Friday's New York gains 
on an appearance of China’s Premier Deng Xiaopeng, quashing 
rumours he had died. The Hang Seng was up 15.98 at 2,976.44. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed slightly firmed in active 
trading as a lack of follow-through buying and profit-taking 
trimmed early gains. The Straits Times Industrial Index ended 
3.90 up at 1,536.07. 

BOMBAY — Share prices drifted lower in nervous trading after 
newspaper reports of troop mobilisation along the India-Pakistan 
border sparked fears of war. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index 
fell 13.67 to 774.75. 

FRANKFURT — Local election losses for the Christian Democra- 
tic Union party soured the mood on the stock market. The DAX 
Index fell 14.70 to close at 1.866.33. * 

ZURICH — Shares closed easier but above the day’s lows after 
recovering earlier losses which were due to profit-taking. The SPI 
index closed 4.5 lower at 1,125.6. 

PARIS — Share prices ended softer but off lows helped by 
selective bargain-hunting. The CAC-40 index closed 1.71 down at 
2,090. 14. 

LONDON — Shares extended an impressive rally in late trading 
as the market drew further strength from sharp gains on Wall 
Street. At 1515 GMT the FTSE index was up 37.9 at 2,213.8. 

NEW YORK — Follow-through enthusiasm from Friday’s soaring 
rally and light futures-related buy programmes pushed blue chips 
above their record dosing high. The Dow was up 21 at 2823. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 15, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
will be a good day to spend track- 
ing what ever ideas are of major 
importance to you that require 
adjustments in order to make them 
work for you and those of different 
backgrounds. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
- the advise of both long time ex- 
perts as well as those of more 
modem vintage how you can best 
tone up the various activities in 
which you are engaged. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Both recreations that have proven 
satisfactory and also those' which 
you have not yet engaged in can be 
very good for you to raise level of 
your spirits. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can make your home more, attrac- 
tive by keeping what you like the 
most and adding some modern and 
up to date i mpro v e ments to bring 
mote style. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 'to 
July 21) Seek whatever informa- 
tion you desire to round out your 
present knowledge both from 
proven sources as well as from new 
data obtainable. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take 
the bull by the horns today and 
make those arrangements that can 
add to value and appea r ance of 
your possessions but be mindful of 
every cent of cosl 
VXRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A fine time for you to drink 


over your various friends and ac- 
quaintances and to discriminate 
when yon want to be with' which 
ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Make a point to sit down arid 
talk out at most convenient mo- 
ment with loved one just where 
you are jointly headed and how 
best to obtain your joint wishes. 

SCORPIO. (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Making a more detailed 
plan of action to gain the various 
aims that activate you can certainly 
today bring you the very best of 
results. . . . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are phases of 
your outside duties that you need 
more expertise on in order to get 
the utmost productivity from your 
occupation. ' - - — ■ 

CAPRICORN: (De«OTbCT '22 -to 
January 20) There is a new under- 
taking that has' considerable poten- 
tial success for you but it % essen- 
tial you are more awarcaf .every 
aspect of it. ■ ' 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 td.Febru-. 
ary 19) Forget that sociability that 
means so . much to :you today and 
concentrate upon fhe^material and 
practical- ways you ran he more 
effective.' ' J... 

PISCES: (February 20 to Much 20) 
Watch what comes hi to the open 
by which you will be able to utilize 
to your advantage for you WiD have 
a frig opportunity to advance now. 



I can’t sleep. The cockroaches 
have the kitchen radio turned : 
up again!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
w ;-by HeriH Arnold and Buff Loa 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: “ [111117 
- - (Answers Monday) 
. | Jumble* ARMOR NOTCH TALLOW MEDLEY 

I Answer. Women detest flattery, especially when It's 
directed towards this— OTHER 1 


THE Daily Crossword by AMn L. Be clear 


ACROSS 
1 Guile 


6 

9 


13 Boring tool 

14 Indians 

16 Final word 

17 Religious an 
work 

18 Festive 

19 Catlle otd 
style 

20 Under a spell 

22 Goals 

23 Saucy 

24 Handicap 


26 Meal 
30 Swelling 
32 Brews 


35 Bar legally 

39 Bordering on 
(be shore 

41 Huge 

43 Follow 

44 Epee fight 

46 Elysium 

47 Title of 
address . . 

49 Away 

51 Smidgen 

54 Meat paste 

56 Story line 

57 before a 
fall- 

63 Ms Anderson 

64 Slarch source 

65 Chi. airport 

66 each 
life . 

67 Pun or mob 
end 

68 Discharged 

69 Over 12. under 
20 

70 Humorist 
George 

71 Red — (host 

. Of “OzHlfc 
Jubilee”) . 

DOWN 

V Garment 

2 Destroy 

3 Maturation 
device 


ana aan aaaaa 


■ aanaa 
aaia ■ 


tSDOTnbuna MMw Sanricts. Inc 
An ftenii Rtwntt 


4 Cheese type 

5 "Sound of 
Music" family 

6 Soothsayer 

7 Race official 

8 Soccer great 

9 "Men seldom 
— at girls..." - 

10 Acid type 

11 Leans toward 

12 of robins 
in her..." 

15 Miss 

Thompson 

21 Aquarium rish 

25 -Fr. women: 
abbr. 

26 Contest 

27 NC college 

28 Legumes 

29 Supposition 

31 Titled lady 

34 ■■Hawkeye” 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved 


R nn nanrjpi 
naan nnna rannran 
gnnn nnnnnmncia 

S2H a ^ aanr ^ nnnn 
onci annn nran 

nnnnnnnin 

annn 

Rnnnnnn nnnnn 
nonnranan nnon 

EESS nnnnn nnon 
gnnnnanann nans 
npnnn nnnn nnum 
nuann n nn nnna 


28 t^Bumes 42 Winged 

I? S?E2n ,, I on 45 Called balls 

34- Hawkeye” 48 Klrt. of dhr.. - 

ftow 50 Ask release 

51 n8ad 51 R>ven 

-a! ** Unaccora- ' 

40 Duck panied 


- S3 — carlo 
. 55 .Worship 

. , » P?P 

59 Akror^s 
‘.' -i-'atate 
- -80 Nobleman ■ 
_i6i - comet 
82 Ms Lamarr 
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GtriWi) horseraong dtessic it 


. . Jt vs a fim vktory in the race 
for bothberCrwiCTAt^ Fabrc 
an# owner Prince Kbalid Abdul- 
lah, wia^-rctioaed jockey, Pat 
&Weiy J hadtfa<ridc. ^ 

Second, girspcctfui two length 
4wyi : ws Foot A^, 'partnered 
by AJakt Leqoeux, wife the En- 
gSsis Jy. Gharam, ridden by 
further hzff 

fength bade. 

Cydafcu bidding togive trainer 
Francois Boutsc s quick &*<** • 
double after the French 2,060* 
Guineas success a- week ago of. 
stable Companion Linamix, 
finished fourth. 

Houseproud had chased home 
the English 1,000 Guineas win- 
owr, Sateabil, ai the prig Marcel 
Bousrac cmxtfnscoarse and dis- 
tance last Oc t ob er and the pair 
look to be die outstanding fifties 
in Europe this year. 

Bnt urtfike SaisabiJ, Fabie in- 
tends to keep his heroine to 
one-mile ( 1 . 6-km) races. Her im- 
mediate target is the Coronation 
Stakes at Royal Ascot in June, a 
race Fabrc won last year with 
Golden Opinion. • • j - 


*. Houseproud was not helped by 
the draw and Eddery dropped her 
in at the rear of the 14-strong 
: fieWL 

Bet when he asked her to 
' gofeken a furkwg and a half (300 
metres) mu, she responded readi- 
ly and quickly passed her oppo- 
nents to win in style. 

-■ Eddery, the English champion 
jpekey, said; M f have now ridden 
dns fi&y three times over a mile 
and she gets better each time." 

Eddery was also impressed 
with Epcrvkr Bleu, the winner of 
the group one Pits Lupin, a race 
■which be watched from the 
stands, saying: "I haven't seen a 
coll as good as that in England 
this year amt be will take all the 
beating in the French derby." 

Epervier Bleu, owned by 
Darnel Wildcnstein and trained 
by EUe LeUoucbe after being re- 
jected as a yearling by Fabre, 
extended his unbeaten record to 
four with another classy display. 

He quickened away from Tar- 
visk> mid Gerald Mosse to win by 
a length and a half with Diable 
An Corps a further two and a half 
length back in third. 

Bleu De France, who was 
being talked about as an Epsom 
Derby candidate, failed to see out 
the 2.1 -km (rip and finished 
fourth of the seven runners. 


Alcala of Mexico 
wins Tour de Trump 


- BOSTON (AP) — When be was 
a boy , in Mexico, Raul Alcala 
played soccer. But there was too 
much fighting and be never won 
anything. 

Sixteen years after exchanging 
his. cleats for a bicycle, Alcala 
ended 11 days o£ consistent and 
fight-fire riding by winning the 
Tour de Trump Wcyde race Sun- 
day by 43 seconds over Norway’s 
AtleKvalsvoD. 

“There aren’t many profession- 
al riders in Alcala said. 

“My victory will be on the front 
page,' the first column.": . 

“I came into. the. race only to 
i train," said Alcala. “But I woo 
the prologue, sal knew there was 
a chance to win," , . .. 

Alcala, 26, Of Monterrey, Mex- 
ico, won the pn^ogae oathe first 
day of dje journey throu^i ax 
states on.May 3- He finished I5dl 
i. Sunday 40 a.larj^pa&'of riders 
th3t;jndoded Kvalsvoliand^rbe . 
rest of bis closest dbasers. Kvafe- 
voliplaced .■ 3Stfc SundayvV 


“This stage was very fiat and 
PDM (Alcala's team} is very 
strong," said KvafrvoQ. "There 
wm't modi I could do." 

Erfic Brenkink of Holland 
finished third overall, 1:44 behind 
Alcala. Soviet Amateur Dmitri 
Zhdanov was fourth, 1:52 be- 
hind . 

Reigning Tour de France and 
road race world champion Greg 
Lemond of the U.S., finished 
18th Stmday and 78th overall, 
1:40:26 behind the winner. Oily 
87 of the starting field of 133 
completed the race. 

Four years ago Alcala won the 
now-defunct Coors international 
bicycle classic in Boulder, Col- 
orado, the previous largest cycl- 
ing race m die United States. He 
is also the only Mexican rider to 
win a stage of the Tour de 
France. 

.Be earned 150,000 of the 
$300,000 Trump pursue, which he 
mfirshazewith hfa six teammates. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


- WITH OMAR SHARIF 
~ * YAm*H H1RSCH 
;CUWTifewMi AHNW Imkm me. 


RATHER SAFE THAN SORRY 


_ Both vulnerable. . North deals. 

NORTH ... 

* A J95 32 

■ - -9 AS? . 

0 K73 ' 

WEST EAST 

* Q76 . * R«4 

9Q • 9 3'1««6 43 

- O Q J 9 86 0 4 2 - 

* 10 8 5 3 - * A 3 . 

. -SOUTH " 

♦ I# 

. .. .-9K9 7 

O A 10 5 

... _ * IQ Jr 94 2 

itbB bkltfing: 

North East South Weal 
3 ■'* . JP*H 2 * P«s 
F*s» ■ 3 NT Pass 
Fasti pass.' . 

Opening lead: Queen of 0 

- ; Before committing yourself to a 
plan of action, .count your tricksl 
This hand from j. ream match shows 
how important that can be. - - 

At : both tables. North-South 
reached three n&trump on identical 
jtnctHKU. North”* rrfrid 

in this sequence suggested arix-canl 
. suit,' town was bo reason for him 
to correct to four spades. 

' Ax both tables the lead was the 
queen of diamonds, taken by the 
king. Both declarers led adnb froxn 
dummy at trick two end both Eases . 
followed with the seven. Ai one ta- 


ble, Sooth’s jack won and the con- 
dnuadem of the king lost to the acc. 
East revetled ton diamond, declarer 
tried the'ten and West took the jack 
and cleared the suit. When the ten 
of dubs failed to drop, declarer cod- 
ed up with only eight cricks. 

At the other table, declarer 
paused to take stock. With five fast 
tricks be needed only four from 
dubs for his contract. Since West 
could not profitably continue to at- 
tack diamonds, declarer found a 
line of play that guaranteed his con- 
tract as long as dubs were no worse 
than 4-2. 

Here, too, declarer kd a dub a! 
trick two, but to the nine! West took 
the ten ana, since a diamond contin- 
uation would do no good, tried 
switching to a spade. But declaim’ 
was in control. Dummy’s ace of 
spades won (to play low could noiS- 
fy the gain achieved by the exedkm 
t^ay in dubs), and a heart to the 
king provided the entry to drive out 
the ace of clubs. The best the de- 
fenders could muster was two tricks 
in each black soft. 

Available fas a two-for-one 
package of DOUBLES booklets. 
Fur your copies send S3 to 
"GOREN DOUBLES," am life 

newspaper, P.O. Box 4426, Ortaa- 
do. Fit, 32802-4426. Make checks 
payable to ‘‘NewtpapertHwks." 
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A Wharton Toyota CeUca GT4 in full flight 


Jordan Rally to test 
Middle East champions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The stage is 
set for a battle of wits and endur- 
ance when the FISA Middle East 
Championship resumes this 
weekend, with the Jordan Inter- 
national Rally providing a new 
twist to the series. 

Lying in wait for the region's 
top drivers in this year’s second 
round is a route stretching out for 
1.055-km, and containing 24 spe- 
cial stages testing their ability on 
aspfta/t, gravel and dirt. 

' In previous years, the Jordan 
Rally has been held over three 
days. Cancelled last year, the 
event returns in a new two-day 
format which adds to its reputa- 
tion as the most demanding in the 
championship. 

Driving his Winston Toyota 
Ceiica GT-4, reigning Middle 
East champion Mohammad Ben 
Sulayem will set off first from 
Amman on Thursday morning 
well-prepared for a fight to the 
■finish on Friday night. 

He expects a particularly 
strong challenge from fellow- 
UAE driver Sub ail Khalifa and 
Oman’s Tony Georgiou, while 
Jordanians, Qataris, Kuwaitis 
and even a four-car team from 
the Soviet Union will be hoping 
to surprise the top three. 


Khalifa, who has made his 
name by dominating the UAE's 
gruelling Masafi 4WD Rally, is 
determined to make his mark on 
the FISA championship this sea- 
son. Both he and Georgiou will 
drive Mitsubishi Galant VR4s. 

Jordan's main hopes rest with 
national champion Issa Halaby 
who takes the wheel of a Ford 
Escort RS Cos worth loaned to 
him by H.M. King Hussein. The 
car has been driven competitively 
by Prince Abdullah, whose duties 
prevent him from taking part. 

Without his customary Audi 
Quattro on this occasion. Leba- 
non's ever-optimistic Michel 
Saleh has entered a Range Rov- 
er. 

Heading the Qatari challenge 
will be Nasser Al Attiya in a 
Toyota Ceiica GT, while 
Kuwait’s Ali Al Bairama has yet 
to confirm which car he will 
drive. 

The route includes six brand 
new special stages, one of them 
sweeping across the lowest ex- 
posed spot on earth close to the 
shores of the Dead Sea. 

Sulayem, partnered by Irish 
navigator Roman Morgan, leads 


the championship after his victory 
in Qatar in February. He won the 
last two Jordan Rallies and also 
claimed victory in 1984, but 
knows he faces a testing time in 
his Winston Toyota. 

“It's going to be very tough,’’ 
he says. "There are a lot of twists 
and turns and the rally will be 
very tiring." 

Thursday morning’s first three 
stages will be followed by a four- 
hour rest haft, before six more 
stages take the cars back out from 
Amman to Ibbin and then to 
service in J crash. 

Less than an hour later, after a 
regrouping, the clay’s last two 
stages take the rally back towards 
Amman, with the first cars re- 
turning to the capital just before 
midnight. At 7:30 the next morn- 
ing the survivors set off on a loop 
ro Petra and back, with a second 
regrouping f olio wing the morn- 
ing's six stages. The first car will 
return to Amman at 7:30 p.m. 

Clerk of the course Derek Led- 
ger said: "As only Group A and 
Group N cars can score points in 
the championship, they will go off 
first. The Group B and Group S 
cars will be running 30 minutes 
behind, so we’ve actually got two 
rallies in one.*’ 


Butragueno is key 
to Spanish success 



MADRID, Spain (AP) — Mad- 
rid’s practice has been over for 
hours and nearly all the soccer 
stars have gone home. But the 
kids patiently ringing the club- 
house parking lot are staying put 
until they see their hero. 

Inride, Emilio Butragueno pre- 
pares for the daily walk to his car. 
Lucidly for Spain's World Cup- 
team, the 26-year-okl striker slips 
defenders better than be does 
fans. 

As he moves briskly toward his 
zed hatchback, the teenagers 
duck the flimsy barriers. A few 
metres from the clubhouse, he is 
surrounded. 

With 20 goals in 48 internation- 
al matches, Butragueno is one of 
the national squad’s experienced 
players and a key to its success in 
Italy, where its first-round oppo- 
nent are Uruguay, Belgium and 
South Korea. 

Butragueno, nicknamed El 
Buitre (vulture), is a dogged com- 
petitor capable of dazzling moves 
that seem divinely inspired — and 
are highly inspirational to his 
teammates. 

If Spain is to improve on its 
seventh-place showing in Mexico 
four years ago, coach Luis Suarez 
will need strong performances 
from Butragueno and the two 
other 1986 holdovers, playmaker 
Jose Miguel "Michel" Gonzalez 
and goalie Andoni Zu bizarre ta. 

“Those of as who were the 
youngsters then are now the veter- 
ans. This team is much younger 
but we hope to have a good cup," 
Butragueno said. “Last time we 
bad some 30-year-olds. This time 
I'm a veteran at 26. Suarez has 
really bet on youth." 

Suarez has also bet on Spain's 
top. dubs, Five of the players on 
his likely roster come from Real 
Madrid and another four play 
with another perennial power- 
house, F.C. Barcelona, which 
beat Real to take this season’s 
Spanish cup. 

Michel, with 43 international 
appearances, has been setting up 
Butragueno with sharp passes 
since 1984, on both Real Madrid 


and the national team. 

Now 27, Michel relies on his 
steady nerves, good field virion 
and pinpoint control to direct 
play up and down the centre. He 
has 13 goals, six on penalty kicks. 

Rafael Martin Vazquez, 24, 
came up to Real’s first-division 
team in 1983, but he is just 
coming into his own on the field. 

Normally a left winger, he is 
fast and has a nasty shot. He 
moves to the centre and takes 
over for Michel when the latter 
has trouble finding his rhythm. 


He was 21 raps, but has yet to 
score in an international match. 

Real Madrid’s two other con- 
tributions are Manuel Sanchis 
and Miguel ‘Chendo" Porian, 
who anchor the defence along 
with Athletic de Bilbao’s Genar 
And tin ua and Manuel Jimenez of 
Sevilla. 

Chendo and Zubizarreta, at 28, 
are the oldest players on the 
team. Zubizarreta is a sure-hand- 
ed, no-frills goalie, who has 
allowed 41 goals in his 48 interna- 
tional appearances. 
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Delta Modern Service Station 

I King Abdullah Garden Complex, Amman I 


Aguilera beats Becker, 
wins $lm German Open 


HAMBURG, West Germany 
(AP) — Unsealed Juan Aguilera 
of Spain, who knocked out three 
seeded players to get to the final, 
beat no. 1 seed Boris Becker in 
straight sets Sunday to win the SI 
million German Open. 

Aguilera, who last won here in 
1984, confused Becker with his 
touch play and steady superb 
passing shots to sweep to a 6-1. 
6-0 7-6 (9-7) rain-delayed victory. 

Becker said he left the court 
feeling like he had been ;usr 
given a lesson in clay court tennis. 

*T have never seen anything 
like the way he played in the first 
two sets. He was like a teacher. 
He put the ball exactly where he 
wanted it every time, there was 
□o way I could do anything," 
Becker said. 

Becker, ranked no.3 in the 
world, was completely outplayed 
in the first two sets. From 1-1 in 
the first set the three-time Wimb- 
ledon champion lost 10 straight 
games and trailed 1-6, 0-5 when 
rain delayed play for an hour. 

Whatever Becker tried 


Aguilera, now ranked 26th in the 
world, countered. 

If Becker came to the net 
Aguilera passed him. If Becker 
stayed back he was outrallied by 
the Spaniard who controlled the 
pace with accurate slices. 

Many of the rallies included 20 
shots or more with Becker ending 
them with an error. 

When the players returned 
from the rain delay Aguilera 
served out for a 6-0 second set. 

The one hour rain delay, 
however, helped Becker regroup. 

“I talked with my coach (Bob 
Bren) and I was able to change 
my game when we started again, ' 
Becker said. “Even though I lost 
it was a good sign for me that I 
could change when 1 needed to. ■ 
But it was so frustrating because I 
wanted to win so badly.” 

But Becker held serve at (he 
start of the third set and received 
a loud cheer from the sellout 
crowd at the Rorhenbaum tennis 
dub. 

Most fans were wrapped in 
overcoats to protect them from 


the cold blustery conditions. 

The West German then broke 
Aguilera’s serve for the first time 
to lead 2-0. Becker lost his serve 
twice, but broke back to force a 
tiebreaker as errors creeped into 
Aguilera's game. 

Becker twice lost his serve in 
the tiebreaker, once on a double 
fault, to trail 3-5. He evened the 
score at 5-5 but floated a fore- 
hand over the baseline to give 
Aguilera match point. 

But Aguilera lost a 22-stroke 
rally when a backhand went wide . 
and Becker took a 7-6 lead, slic- 
ing a backhand volley winner.- 

However Becker couldn't con- 
vert the match point and one-, 
point later gave Aguilera the 
match, hitting a backhand over 
the baseline to end a 43-stroke 
rally. 

The victory was Aguilera first 
major title since winning the Ger- 
man Open six years ago, and adds 
to other victories this year in 
smaller tournaments in Bari, Ita- 
ly, Aiz-En-Provence and Nice,. 
France. 
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r MANY VILLAS AND 1 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 4 SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
in Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
please cell 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY .. 
Weef Real Estate 


Mhl\7iVH=K 


Filippino or Sri Lankan maid needed to work for 
a family and live with them. 

For Information pis. call tel. 826849 from 3:00 
till 9:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, living room, dining room & 
salon, terrace with a nice view, separate central heating. 
Deluxe furniture. 

Location: Abdoun Quarter 

Tel: 698244 


COMPUTERISED CAR FOR SALE 
Customs Duty Unpaid 

Computerised car, opens by remote control, air-conditioned at 
the rear and in the front, full automatic, tinted and automatic 
window glass, two automatically operated side mirrors, sky light, 
car speaks in English at the occurrence of any technical failure. 
Seats can be converted into a bedroom, Renault 25 V 6 injection 
1988, with radio and recorder (stereo) with eight speakers. 
Sale for the highest bid within two days. 

Please call tel: 624707 


tx artenlf lax 



I NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 


The New English School Khalda requires the following staff for 
September 1990. 

English Teachers at primary level. 

T.E.F.L. Teachers. 

Lab Technician and Librarian 

Please come to the school for an application form. 

Tel. 827153 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Td: 699238 


WiDy MiHy 



P terfbrm i n oer. 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



NIGHT GAMES 


PcrfonsuKO^JO, 6:15, &30, 10:30 
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Kohl’s party defeated in 2 state elections 

Parties in West Germany 
squabble over unity fears 


BONN (R) — West German politicians squabbled 
over the price of German unity Monday after 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's party lost two state polls 
to Social Democrats (SPD) urging a slower pace of 
unification. 


AH five parties in the Bonn 
parliament also held Monday 
morning strategy sessions to de- 
bate what the SPD’s dear win in 
Lower Saxony and its reelection 
in North Rhine-Westphalia 
meant for their approach to the 
coming East- West merger. 

Volcker Ruehe. general secret- 
ary of Kohl's Christian Demo- 
crats (CDU), bluntly called the 
SPD “the ones who tried to stoke 
up people’s fears" and warned 
the party not to misuse its new 
majority in the upper house of 
Bonn's parliament. 

Gerhard :Schroeder„ the victo- 
rious SPD leader in Lower Sax- 
ony. rejected this as “absolute 
nonsense" and said the vote 
proved West Germans felt Kohl's 
unity drive was too fast, too 
expensive and too tough on pen- 
sioners and low-income families. 

The elections in the two states, 
which share 40 per cent of the 
national electorate, were the first 
important polls since the Berlin 
Wall opened last November and 


the unity-minded East German 
CDU chalked up big victories in 
East Germany. 

The strong SPD vote in Lower 
Saxony reflected growing voter 
concern over the speed and cost 
of Kohl's unity plans — and 
prompted him to hint he might 
have to push towards it even 
faster to ensure the ideal does ndt 
slip away. 

“In Lower Saxony we had a 
painful defeat," Kohl said Sun- 
day evening. “It had several 
reasons... one is the uncertainty 
— what will German unity cost?” 

But he said delays could add to 
the cost: “the clock is ticking. 
We'd be well advised to pick a 
timeframe that will let us bring 
into the barn as much German 
unity as we can harvest.” 

Kohl was due to fly to East 
Berlin later Monday to meet his 
fellow CD LI leader and East Ger- 
man Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere. 

Party officials said the two 
would not discuss the state treaty 


De Klerk gets top-level 
welcome in Portugal 


LISBON (R) — South African 
President F.W. de Klerk arrived 
in Portugal Monday to the war- 
mest reception yet of his 13-day 
European tour - a presonal wel- 
come at Lisbon airport from Pres- 


ident Mario Soares. 

De Klerk, seeking European 
Community (EC) support for his 
plans for negotiated reform of 
apartheid, received cooler treat- 
ment in France and Greece. 


Lukanov — most respected 
politician in Bulgaria 

SOFIA. Bulgaria (AP) — Whatever the outcome of next month's 
first multi-party elections in Bulgaria, one former Communist is 
almost certain to stay in power: Premier Andrei Lukanov. 

Analysts concur that Lukanov, 51, a multi-lingual reformer and 
experienced administrator, is by far the most respected and capable 
politician to steer the nation out of its economic, political and moral 
crisis. 

“He is the best man Bulgaria has at present. The opposition has no 
one to match him in popularity and experience," said one Bulgarian 
journalist, who asked for anonymity. 

That also appears to be the prevailing opinion in the leadership of 
the Union of Democratic Forces, an alliance of 16 opposition groups 
and parties, whose fate after the elections is uncertain. 

“He is an intelligent man," said Petko Simeonov, who leads the 
opposition's election campaign. “Why not work with him?” 

Lukanov said he would be prepared to head a government even if 
his party, now called the Socialist Party, were defeated in the 
elections. 

“At this moment at least it looks as though th Socialist Party would 
emerge as the strongest political force” from the June 10 and June 17 
polls, he told the Associated Press in a wide-ranging, 70-minute 
interview. 

“My own decision will be determined entirely by the interests of 
the country and the (parry’s) policy line,” he said. 

Together with then Foreign Minister Petar Mladenov, now state 
president, and Defence Minister Dobri Dzhurov, Lukanov is widely 
credited with having helped oust former strongman Todor Zhivkov, 
who ruled this Balkan nation of 8.9 million for some 35 years. 

Lukanov later headed the Communist Party delegation to talks 
with the opposition on a timetable for free elections. As government 
head now, he is removed from the infighting that threatens to split his 
party after the voting. 

While the opposition predicts a clear defeat for the former 
Communists. Lukanov claimed his party, with a membership of close 
to 1 million, is picking up support. 

But he emphasised repeatedly that a broad-based coalition is the 
only way to ^govern Bulgaria for an IS-month transition period in 
which a new constitution and other key laws will be enacted. 

Lukanov. a good friend of West German Foreign Minister Hans 
Dietrich Genscher and a statesman who speaks fluent French. 
English. Spanish and Russian, is the number one vote-getter. 

ft is an unusual distinction in a region that is rejecting communism 
and its top representatives. 

But in Bulgaria, as in Romania, former Communists have a much 
greater pull than in the central European nations of Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, where long-time dissidents were more 
easily able to take over the reins of power. 

Like Ion Uiescu in Romania, Lukanov is Soviet-t rained. Bom in 
Moscow, the son of prominent Bulgarian Communists. Lukanov 
learned his statecraft at the Soviets’ prestigious Institute of Interna- 
tional Relations. 

He will need all his skills to ease Bulgaria's crisis. 

Last month, the nation stopped principal repayments on its 
SlO-billion debt. Production is falling, and consumer shortages of 
staples such as sugar, meat and gasoline are growing. 

Lukanov said recent talks in Sofia. Brussels and Bonn gave him 
hope Bulgaria can overcome pressing financial problems in about 
three years. 

He said resolute economic reform should include privatising 
industry and particularly farming in this traditionally agrarian nation, 
increasing exports and cutting state subsidies. 

“We could easily boost production by 25 per cent.” Lukanov 
asserted. 

Discussing the 35-year rule of Zhivkov, who now awaits trial on 
charges of abusing his power. Lukanov agreed that the ousted leader 
could not be blamed for all Bulgaria's current ills. 

“What we are reforming is not one person’s activity, but a system 
which should be abolished, a system which has not essentially 
changed - Stalinism in a disguised form, in a slightly modified and 
less repressive form." he said. 

Lukanov denied widespread rumours in Soria that Zhivkov's trial 
is being deliberately delayed, arguing thorough investigation is 
needed. 

“If we have a political trial, which only confirms what everybody 
says, then it will be a very bad start for our young democracy.” the 
premier declared. 

But he did not hesitate to blame Zhivkov for the Lovech labour 
camp and others in which hundreds of political prisoners were held in 
inhumane conditions. Many perished. 

"It was his personal initiative," Lukanov said. 

He also condemned the violent campaign of suppressing the 1.5 
million ethnic Turks and forcing them to change their names in the 
mid-1980s, speaking of “that lunacy” of Zhivkov. 

After a decision by the political leadership and subsequent 
legislation in parliament, the Turks can now reclaim their names. 

But many still hesitate, waiting for a new government to do away 
with administrative and legal hurdles involved. 


on monetary union that aides 
worked out over the weekend but 
would focus on East- West coop- 
eration in coming months. 

It was not dear whether this 
would include a date for early 
all-German elections, which 
Kohl's Free Democratic (FDP) 
coalition partnerrs want to hold 
on Jan. 13 rather than late 1991. 
the date the more cautious chan- 
cellor had set. 

The final count in Lower Sax- 
ony gave the SPD 44.2 per cent of 
the vote, the FDP six and the 
Greens 5.7. The FDP was until 
now junior partner with the 
CDU, which scored 42 per cent. 

In North Rhine-Westphalia, 
the popular SPD Premier Johan- 
nes Rau won 50 per cent, the 
CDU 36.7, the FDP 5.8 and the 
Greens five per cent. 

The SPD victory in Lower Sax- 
ony gave the party a majority in 
the’ Bundesrat. the upper house of 
Bonn's parliament, and the 
means to block legislation includ- 
ing laws to finance unity. 

SPD Manager Ankc Fuchs said 
Monday her party would not hold 
up the two states’ merger but 
would use its Bundesrat majority 
to ensure voters’ concerns and 
social justice were also consi- 
dered along the way. 

Crowds 

mob 

premier 

outside 

Bucharest 

LASI, Romania (AP) — Few 
Romanians knew who Petre Ro- 
man was before the December 
revolution. Now tens of 
thousands mob him like a rock 
star on his swings around the 
country campaigning for the May 
20 elections. 

Thousands of people protest 
daily in Bucharest and some 
other cities, accusing the gov- 
erning National Salvation Front 
(NSF) of planning to install a new 
Communist government. The 
front took over when dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu was over- 
thrown and executed. 

In the towns and countryside, 
the government and its leaders 
are much more popular. 

At Birlad, 260 kilometres 
northeast of Bucharest, the 
crowd of 20,000 pressed so close 
that Roman ordered his driver to 
speed away. His spokesman was 
spreadeagled on the back of the 
vehicle, desperately clutching the 
antenna. After the campaign tour 
last week, the 43-y ear-old pre- 
mier predicted the front would 
win Romania's first free elections 
in 50 years. 

He, Interim President Ion Ilies- 
cu and many other front members 
are former officials of the 
Ceausescu government who fell 
out with the dictator. Roman said 
in an interview that critics were 
“partly justified” in suspecting 
them of being “neo- Commun- 
ists." 

"We lived 50 years under dicta- 
torship, so the suspicion for some 
of them may be sincere." the 
premier said in an interview 
aboart his campaign plane. 

Opposition claims that the 
front seeks to restore Marxist- 
sryle government should not be 
taken seriously, he said. 

“If you assume that the 4 mil- 
lion members of the party were 
really Communists, you are 
wrong.” Roman said of Com- 
munist Pam* membership under 
Ceausescu. “Many even at the 
middle level were in reality fight- 
ing to preserve human rights, at 
risk to themselves." 

International attention has fo- 
cused on mass protest against the 
front and Roman's government 
that began on April 22 in down- 
town Bucharest, and on opposi- 
tion accusations that the front is 
using unfair tactics in the cam- 
paign. 

The United States recalled its 
ambassador for consultations on 
May 10. 

At times, 10.000 people have 
been involved in the Bucharest 
protest. Similar demonstrations 
have been reported in Brasov. 
Romania's second-largest city, 
and Timisoara, where the upris- 
ing against Ceausescu began. 

Roman, a professor of hyd- 
raulic engineering before the re- 
volution. said he expects the front 
to win a majority in the new 
parliament and Iiiescu to be 
chosen as president. 

Tens of thousands of people 
have attended campaign rallies 
for the two men outside 
Bucharest, chanting slogans for 
the front. 


Calm 
returns to 
Madagascar 
capital 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The 
capital of Madagascar was re- 
ported calm Monday after a 
failed coup attempt that 
sparked a rampage by youths 
who set vehicles on fire and 
broke some windows. 

Soldiers overpowered dissi- 
dents who seized the national 
radio station Sunday and the 
government later announced 
that 13 rebels, including two 
women, were arrested. 

“It is quite calm in streets 
today.” a U.S. embassy official 
said Monday in a telephone 
interview from Antananarivo, 
the capital of Madagascar. “It 
seems it's all over." 

The official spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Soldiers launched teargas 
canisters into the radio station 
and exchanged fire with the 
dissidents, who were reportedly 
armed with automatic rifles, 
pistols, and knives. 

The rebels seized the station 
at 6:30 a.m. (0330 GMT) and 
announced that President 
Didier Ratsiraka’s government 
had been overthrown. They 
were overpowered six hours 
later. 

Hospitals reported that at 
least three people died and 15 
were wounded in the fighting. 

Jean-Claude Rahaga. the 
minister for information, said in 
a statement Sunday night the 
dissidents “were being interro- 
gated and would appear in 
court." 

The rebels claimed to be 
members of a previously un- 
known group called the Repub- 
lican Committee of Public 
Safety. 

There were no reports of 
disturbances elsewhere in the 
island nation of 10 million 
people. 

It was the second seizure of 
the state-run Radio Madagas- 
car station in two years by 
opponents of Ratsiraka. 

On July 14, 1989, six armed 
men took over the national 
radio and claimed the govern- 
ment had been toppled. 
However, the government re- 
took the station and there was 
no violence elsewhere. 

The rebels' announcement 
Sunday called on the populace 
to rise against the government 
and demand that retired Gen. 
Jean Rakotohaxison, an opposi- 
tion figure, be named the new 
president. 

The rebel broadcast was cut 
after 45 minutes. 

Witnesses said Rakotohar- 
ison joined a crowd of some 
5.000 milling outside the radio 
station and declined the rebel 
offer. 

Gangs of youths later set two 
cars ablaze and hurled rocks 
through the windows at the 
Justice Ministry and the Amer- 
ican Cultural Centre, breaking 
a display window, a U.S. 
embassy official said. 

Ratsiraka has led Madagas- 
car since he was installed by the 
military in June 1975. The 
country gained independence 
from France in 1960. 

Ratsiraka was elected to 
seven-year presidential terms in 
1975, 1982, and 1989. The 
opposition charged fraud and 
demanded that Ratsiraka step 
down after he won 63 per cent 
of the votes in last March's 
election. 


U.S, Philippines begin talks on 
bases; rebels kill 2 Americans 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Washington's chief negotiator on 
the future of American military 
bases in the Philippines said Mon- 
day the killing of two U.S. airmen 
was a “brutal and clumsy 
attempt” to drive a wedge be- 
tween the two countries. 

The United States and the Phi- 
lippines began talks Monday on 
the future of U.S. military bases 
here. 

Late Sunday, suspected Com- 
munist rebels killed two air force 
enlisted men near Clark Air 
Base, one of the six American 
installations in the Philippines. A 
third American escaped. 

The talks, which opened at the 
heavily guarded Central Bank 
building, will determine if the 
United States can retain the bases 
after their lease expires on Sept. 
16, 1991. 

In his opening statement, 
Richard Armitage, former assis- 
tant secretary of defence, blasted 
the “lawlessness and banditiy” of 
the New People’s Army (NPA), 
which police believe carried out 


Sunday’s killings. 

“This brutal and clumsy 
attempt to drive a wedge between 
the United States and the Philip- 
pines will fail,” Armitage said. 
‘Today, we fight to develop the 
nation democratically and econo- 
mically, and at the same time 
have to contend with the lawless- 
ness and banditry of the New 
People's Army. And you have 
our support.” 

The New People's Army, in a 
statement to news organisations, 
denounced the bases, talks and 
called on the Filipino people to 
unite against the installations. 

“Go home immediately or suf- 
fer the agony of attrition," the 
statement said. “The NPA 
pledges that all its territorial and 
unit commands, all officers and 
men. will cany out their mission 
to the last man if necessary, of 
expelling U.S. imperialism out of 
our country.” 

About 3,000 militant workers 
gathered in a Manila city square 
as speakers denounced the bass. 

"Americans must be driven 


away,” Crispin Beltran, chairman 
of the May First Movement, a 
labour federation, told the 
crowd. “And those who refuse 
must be buried here." 

About 500 police had been 
stationed at the Central Bank 
building Monday in anticipation 
of protests. Police broke up a 
picket by about 30 leftists near 
foe site and two protesters were 
arrested. 

During his opening statement. 
Armitage said the bases serve to 
guarantee stability in the Far 
East, but that the United States 
would leave if Filipinos wanted 
the installations closed. 

“If you ask us to leave, leave 
we shall, as expeditiously as 
possible and with our pride folly 
intact,” Armitage said. “If we do 
not truly believe that there exists 
a compelling mutual interest be- 
tween the Philippines and the 
United States, then we have pre- 
cious little to discuss other than 
the terms of an amicable separa- 
tion." 


Pope wraps up 47th foreign tour 


WILLEMSTAD, Curacao (AP) 
— Pope John Paul II, wrapping 
up his 47th foreign trip, told 
residents of this Dutch Caribbean 
island to set a Christian example 
to the thousands of tourists who 
visit every year. 

The Pontiff stopped in Cura- 
cao, about 50 kilometres north of 
Venezuela. Sunday on his way 
back to Rome after an eight-day, 
10-city tour of Mexico. 

Celebrating mass in a sports 
stadium. Pope John Paul struck 
familiar rhemes, speaking out 
against divorce, cohabitation and 


abortion. 

He also warned against mater- 
ialism. saying: “The person, the 
family and the society will not be 
folly human if they limit their 
aspirations just to possessing, 
consuming and enjoying." 

Curacao, an island of 147.000 
inhabitants with a thriving tourist 
industry, is the most populous of 
the five islands of the Netherland 
Antilles and has one of the high- 
est standards of living in the 
Caribbean. 

Several Latin American clerics, 
including Cardinal Miguel Oban- 


do Y Bravo of Nicaragua, 
travelled to Curacao to celebrate 
mass with the Pope. 

The stadium, with a capacity of 
20,000, was about half full. Be- 
hind the altar was a yellow back- 
drop representing the gabled col- 
onial buildings of downtown Wil- 
lemstad. 

The Pope received a warm 
welcome at the airport in the 
overwhelmingly Catholic island. 
A group of schoolgirls in white 
blouses and blue skirts sang 
Calypso music and shook pom- 
pons of yellow and white, the 
Vatican’s colours. 


Bomb attack angers Colombians 
of working class neighbourhood 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 
The nibble from a car-bombing 
has been cleared from a working- 
class neighbourhood, leaving be- 
hind grief and anger among resi- 
dents, some of whom blame drug 
traffickers and the United States 
for the violence plaguing their 
country. 

Fifteen people were killed in 
Saturday's car-bomb attack in the 
Quirigua neighbourhood, and 
two other car bombings else- 
where killed an additional seven 
people and left a total of about 
200 wounded. 

Stunned residents of Quirigua 
could not understand why their 
neighbourhood had suddenly be- 
come a target. 

“It’s an evil group of people 
who would attack poor people for 
no reason." said Luis Benavides, 
a glass worker whose small two- 
storey house was severely dam- 
aged by the bomb. 

“How can we try to understand 
such madness? Whoever they 
are. they are attacking our fami- 
lies and our children in the mid- 
dle of the street." said Benavides, 
who shares the house with several 
of his II children and 12 grand- 
children. 

Authorities blamed drug traf- 
fickers for the attacks, which 
accounted for the highest death 
toll this year for a single day of 
carnage in the nation's drug war, 
police said. 

Two of the attacks came in the 
capital of Bogota — in Quirigua 
and the upper-middle -cl ass neigh- 


bourhood of Niza — and the third 
in the southern city of Cali. Two 
people died in Niza and 10 were 
killed in the Cali attack. 

On Sunday, scores of police 
officers stood guard in Quirigua 
against looters as hundreds of 
onlookers stood behind ropes 
police used to cordon off the 
bomb scene. 

Martha Lucia Sanchez, a 19- 
year-old student and neighbour 
of Benavides, said the bomb ex- 
ploded when the streets were foil 
of people shopping for Mother's 
Day. 

“The terrorists did not just 
want to cause damage to proper- 
ty." she said. “They wanted to 
kill as many of the innocent as 
they could. They were very deter- 
mined.” 

Benavides' 26-y ear-old son. 
Jose Luis, said he was standing by 
a front window of his family's 
home when the bomb exploded, 
shattering the glass. 

On Sunday, the son was still 
dazed and wore a blood-stained 
bandage around his head. 

Jose Luis said he didn't want to 
stay in a damaged house without 
windows, but had no choice 

“If we don’t stay here we will 
be robbed,” he said. 

His wife. Carmen Rosa, cried 
as she told how the family was 
planning to celebrate its" 18th 
anniversary of living in the house 
at the end of May. 

Colombia's main opposition 
presidential candidates Sunday 
said it was unfair that innocent 


Colombians were killed in the 
war on drugs and the entire world 
should be held responsible for 
the drug problem. 

Rodrigo Lloreda and Alvaro 
Gomez, both centre-right candi- 
dates in May 27 presidential elec- 
tions, said Colombians were 
paying too high a price for mis- 
taken drug policies both here and 
in industrialised countries. 

"We are suffering the consequ- 
ences of a war j n which we 
Colombians are providing the 
dead and consuming countries 
are providing applause and re- 
solutions of sympathy,” Lloreda 
said in a statement. 

He added thast the Colombian 
government should have acted on 
an earlier offer by drug traffickers 
to lay down their arms and quit 
the cocaine trade in return for 
legal guarantees. 

“We lost an opportunity that 
would have saved many, many 
lives,” Lloreda said. 

Barco rejected the drug lords’ 
January truce offer, saying his 
government would not negotiate 
with criminals. 

Both candidates said the war 
on drugs must be an intemationa- 
la. not just a Colombian, effort. 

“The idea that our country 
should keep paying the costs of a 
war that can't be won is intoler- 
able." Gomez said. 

Cesar <Gaviria„ ruling Liberal 
Party candidate and favourite to 
win the elections, has said he 
would continue the current gov- 
ernment's anti-drug crackdown. 


Romanian refugees begin flooding into E. Germany 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — The 
mess hall is a mess, the army cook 
is harried and the jostling line of 
anxious diners is ready for a 
military meal of meat and pota- 
toes. 

These are not East German 
soldiers on a chow break, howev- 
er. but Romanians on the run 
Scores are fleeing their East Bloc 
nation daily for a former Com- 
munist country that has moved 
more quickly toward reform. 

About 700 Romanians and a 
few hundred Bulgarians have 
packed into two barracks at an 
East German army base on the 
outskirts of Berlin. Hundreds 
more are housed in a building 
once used by East Germany's 
feared secret police. 

“Every day there are more. 
They come here, see the free 
food and the free housing, and 
call home. Then more come.” 
Maj. Harry Kretschmer says as 
he strolls through a hallway pack- 
ed with squalling children and 
milling adults. 

“We do not know what to do 
with them. We are filled to rapac- 
ity," Kretschmer said. 

East Germany, reeling from a 
creaky economy and an exodus of 
its own citizens to West Ger- 
many, suddenly finds itself luring 
other East Europeans whose 
countries do not have a wealthy 


neighbour to help them emerge 
from four decades of oppression. 

The government said it decided 
last week to begin housing and 
feeding the Romanians and 
Blugarians who show up daily in 
train stations with battered hags 
of belongings, but no money. 

Many see East Germany as the 
new threshold of the West, u 
passageway to prosperity. 

"I came here for work and to 
escape the Communists.” says 
Taian Neascu, 19. from 
Bucharest. “I want to go to West 
Germany, and go to America.” 

At least 50 to 70 Romanians 
daily arrive in East Germany, hut 
the numbers may be much high- 
er. said Matthias Jahr. a member 
of the East Berlin Foreigners 
Commission. 

Romanians comprise the 
largest group of refugees. Jahr 
said, followed by Bulgarians. The 
government has no figures on 
how many East Europeans have 
flooded into the country in recent 
months. 

But the newly opened borders 
in Eastern Europe have turned 
East Germany into a crossroads 
of commerce and a lure for the 
disadvantaged. Thousands of 
Poles travel daily to Berlin to 
hawk wares along streets and in 
squares. 

The Romanians began arriving 
in late April, about the time 


political strife intensified in their 
country. 

Some Romanians believe the 
revolutionary interim govern- 
ment led by acting President Ion 
Iiiescu will not differ substantially 
from the Communist rule that 
was overthrown in December. 

Scores of Romanians began 
sleeping in the large train station 
in Lichtenberg, the huge foreign 
quarter of East Berlin. 

“At first we were ignorant of. 
the problem. Then we found all 
these people sleeping in the train 
station." said Hannclora Gensch. 
an East Berlin housing official 
who runs the complex in the 
Beisdorf district. 

Children typically roam sub- 
way and train stations, sent by 
their parents with cards primed in 
German: “We are Romanian, 
please help us with money.” 

Many are sick when they ar- 
rive. and most are afraid. Gensch 
said. 

"Wc have had to put people in 
the hospital because of their 
fear," she said. “The government 
has to make u decision on what to 
do with these people.” 

The stream comes just as re- 
sentment oi foreigners is sweep- 
ing Hast Germany, fuelled mainly 
by fears the country will face 
widespread unemployment as it 
merges with West Germany and 
converts to a free market. 


Street clashes between fore- 
igners and East German gangs 
broke out in Lichtenberg a week 
ago. 

One Romanian at the army 
base, a 36-year-old man who said 
he drove a taxi on Constanza.- 
said he left behind three young 
children. He said he has no plans 
to return. 

Kretschmer said he believes 
the motives are more economic 
than political. 

Some Romanians at the bar- 
racks said they fled because they 
believed a new crackdown on 
travel would be imposed after 
May 20. when Iiiescu is widely 
expected to win Romanian elec- 
tions. 

The Romanians and Bulgarians 
fill two large , bunkhouses at the 
base. Weapons were cleared out 
of large store rooms to create 
more space, said Kretschmer. 

Most came here on tourist 
visas, and some said they still 
planned to go home. 

Maria Caldarau. 48, said 
through an interpreter she 
brought, her six children so they 
could get better medical 
attention 

Jahr said the government 
should discuss visa, requirements 
with other East European coun- 
tries as a way of limiting the flow. - 

“We don’t want to build a new 
wall,” he said. 


MODI 


India to cleanse 
film industry of sex 

NEW DELHI (R) — India, 
which has the world's biggest film 
industry churning out more than 
700 films a year without a single 
kiss or bare breast, is to purge its 
cinema of sex and violence. In- 
formation and Broadcasting 
Minister Parvatbabefti Upendra 
said in the south Indian, city of 
Madras he had told censors to 
make drastic cuts of vulgar sex or 
gory violence. Indian filing are 
conservative by Western stan- 
dards. Nudity, and even kissing, 
are banned — although rape 
scenes are a common ingredient 
in its frequently b food-spattered; 
movies. Huge posters promise 
“hot scenes”. Packed cinemas 
often become half empty after 
such scenes are oyer. “Scenes 
glorifying sex and violence have 
crossed the limits of decency,” 
Upendra said while distributing 
movie awards at Madras which, 
with Bombay, is the industry’s 
main centre. He said it was. be- - 
coming increasingly difficult for 
families to sit through many films 
because of violent and sexually 
implicit scenes. 

Film on Japanese 
internment debuts 
at Cannes 

CANNES ( AP) — Alan Parker's 
testament to the internment of 
Japanese-Amertcans daring 
World War II, Come See the . 
Paradise, premiered to thunder- 
ous applause Sunday at- the 43rd 
Cannes Film Festival. -The- film, - 
one of 19 competing for the co- 
veted Golden Palm Award, 
marked a departure from vio- 
lence for the British-born direc- 
tor, whose previous' works in- 
clude Mississippi Burning and . 
Midnight Express, “fnt always 
being reproached for showing 
violence," Parker said at a press 
conference. “But this is the way I 
understood it happened. The 
Japanese weren't tortured, but 
crushed.” The 1 ,700 journalists at 
the screening heartily applauded 
the 20th Century Fox production 
as the credits rolled at the festival 
palace. Director Idrissa Qued- 
raogo of Burkina Faso meanwhile 
won the first prize for 'an African 
film in a new category;' Africa In 
Creation-Cinema,- for- his film 
! Thai. The film on love and tradi- 
! tion in an African village will be ■ 
screened as a Golden Palm con- 
tender this week. - - 

Rourke, girlfriend 
sue producers for 
releasing nude 
photos 

LOS ANGELES ( AP) — Mickey- 
Rourke has joined Carre Otis, his 
girlfriend and co-star in the 
sreamy Wild Orchid, in suing the 
film's producers for releasing 
nude pictures to Playboy maga- 
zine. The photos depict the cou- 
ple's torrid sex scene. The lawsuit, 
alleges the producers did not. get 
Rourke’s approval before releas- 
ing the photos “for use in tawdry 
sex pictorials for financial gain- 
and in order to obtain publicity 
for the film.” The lawsuit, which . 
seeks unspecified damages, said 
the photos have hurt Rourke’s 
reputation in rhe industry. Nude 
photos taken during filming of 
Wild Orchid appear in the June 
issue of Playboy and the April 
edition of the German magazine 
Kino. The lawsuit names Krugef- 
Brcnt Group Inc.. Brazil Star ' 
Films. Vision P.D.G. and Vision 
international. Miss Otis filed a : 
similar lawsuit last week. 

Comedy show 
prompts viewers 
to contribute 

NEW YORK 1 AP) — A parade 
of comedians, actors and high- 
kicking rockcttes prompted cable - 
television viewers and others' 
Saturday to pledge at leasr : $fi2r_ 
million to help the. homeless, 
"Comic Relief ’SO,” telecast by 
HBO. was staged at Radio“City 
Music-Hall, the first of the four 
specials to originate, from New 
York. The previous three shows. 
all held in Los Angeles, raised 
more than SS.7 million.. The$K2 . 
million subtotal was. announced 
about two hours .after, .the ptdgr 
ram me started at 8 p.m-~(QG00 
G.MT). Home Box Office ; v a-pay 
channel, lifted the scram bfirig it;' 
normally puts over itsr signaJ^sb ■' 
affiliates could carry the show to 
basic cable subscribers/; Come- 
dians Billy Ciystalv -Whoopi - 
Goldberg and Robin , Williams 
were hosts of the event*, opening 
the show with impersonations, 
that poked fun at sbme.of JNfew ' 
York’s celebrities. AfteT.taking^a - 
few steps- with tfife - rpekefrev 
Crystal and Wiltiams — ~ - 

tie — and .Goldb erg --^ .-in ;a~- 
rockeftes costume ^'fldeed^^w- 
ers. to - contribute. .By • eaft jrig’-a - 
toll-free telephone ; numbfir.” .. . 
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